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Cymothoids (Crustacea, Isopoda), obtained from the stomach contents of a
finless porpoise Neophocaena phocaenoides (Cetacea: Phocoenidae) in Japan
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Abstract

Three ovigerous females and a male of the ectoparasitic isopod Mothocya sp. were found in the

stomach contents of a female finless porpoise Neophocaena phocaenoides entangled in a drift net
at Mikawa Bay (34°72'N; 137°06'E), Japan. The present finding represents the first record of the

genus Mothocya from N. phocaenoides (not as host). The parasites seemed to infect the branchial

cavities of host fishes. Moreover, the fishes would be eaten by the finless porpoise. When isopods

were found in the stomach contents of the piscivorous whales, we need to distinguish between

parasitic and free-living isopods in order to get accurate results of their food habits.
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Fig.1 Map of Ise Bay and Mikawa Bay, Japan. A closed
triangle represents collection site of a finless porpoise
Neophocaena phocaenoides.
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Fig.2 Mothocya sp. obtained from the stomach of Neophocaena phocaenoides. A, Female,
dorsal view. B, Ditto, ventral view. An arrow indicates a manca within a marsupium. C,
Male, dorsal view. D, Ditto, ventral view. Scale bars: 5 mm.
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Figd Mothocys s, fansle obtathed fhoin the etomech of Neophomene phoceetvaides. A, Frone B, Left maxdtped. G, Left peteobod
1. D. Left pereapod 7. E, Left plecpod 1. F, Left plecpod 5. Scale bars: 1 mme
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