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Children’s reactance to verbal threat from mothers in Japan and Taiwan

Yuji Tsubota, Hiromi Fukada and Yuh Huey Jou

This study investigated the effects of the magnitude of children’s need on their reactance to verbal

threats from their mothers in Japan and Taiwan. Subjects were 176 fourth- and fifth-graders in Japan and

185 in Taiwan. The main results were as follows. On verbal and internal response dimension, persevera-

tion-prolongment responses were stronger in Japan than in Taiwan, but their approval responses were

stronger in Taiwan than in Japan. On verbal response dimension, children’s approval responses were

stronger on the condition of low magnitude of need than on the condition of the high in Taiwan, while

the magnitude of children’s need had no effect in Japan. On behavioral response dimension, negativism

was more sailient in Japan than in Taiwan.

Key words : reactance theory, threat, importance of freedom, magnitude of need, fourth- and fifth-

graders.
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#Kk§ 146 1.17 1.4 1.12 1.25 1.21 1.23 1.17
(0.75) (0.37) (0.46) (0.32) (0.52) (0.41) (0.50) (0.48)
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() ADBMIRERZ

Table 11
EIXEXFEEXT L EHEEEKRICBIT S
AEN R FROFHME L IZERE

3 F ‘& B
5T TF BF zF
4 SE LE SE 4F 5HE 4F 5F

kS 1.73  1.67 1.95 2.00 2.25 2.33 2.23 2.43
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() ROBMEIIIREREE
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