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Censorship of a communication and attitude change
induced by psychological reactance

Hiromi Fukada

This experimental study on censorship was conducted to investigate the effects of censors’
power and the importance of the freedom of communication on recipients’ attitude change.
It was hypothesized that powerful censor would produce greater attitude change toward the
attitudinal positioh of the censored communication, and that recipients would show greater
attitude change toward the position of the communication when the freedom of
communication was important than when not important.

" The subjects were 200 female college students and they were each randomly assigned to
one of the four experimental groups and one concrol group. Experimental groups were
exposed to censored materials which dealt with the threat to freedom of dress in the women’s
college. They were asked to respond to questionnaires immediately before and after having
been exposed to them. .

' Following results were obtained.

(1) Censors’ power and the importance of the freedom of communication had no effect on
attitude change.

(2) In the censorship condition, the recipients who had had innitially the same position
with the censored communication showed significant attitude change toward the position of
the communication, but others didn’t.

(3) In the censorship condition, the recipients who innitially perceived the freedom of dress
important showed greater attitude change toward the position of the communication than who
didn’t.

The results in the present experiment were interpreted with the psychological reactance
theory.
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