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Life Consciousness of Young People in Depopulated Areas
— U-turn Probability of Young People Having Left Their
Home Villages to Live in Urban Areas —

Kazuo Ogawa and Hiromi Fukada

Our previous studies (Ogawa & Fukada, 1975, 1977) suggested that a considerable
number of the young people who had left their home villages to live in urban areas might
come back' to their homes. This study focused on the probability of U-turn behavior
among the young people who liad left their native villages to live in urban areas. U-turn
behavior was defined as young people returning to their rural villages after having left
there to work or study in urban areas.

183 young people, 19—-29 years of age, who had left their home villages to live in
urban areas were investigated in three depopulated villages, Tonbara (Shimane Prefectixre),
Tsutsuga.and Yoshiwa (Hiroshima Prefecture). All of them are remote and secluded
villages in the Chugoku mountains. This group was compared with the U-turn group of
72 young people who had U-turned to their home villages. Present survey was conducted
through the mail, using the 35 item Depopulation Questionnaire.

The following results were found. The subjects could be grouped into three different
types according to their basic life attitudes both at the time when they had left their
villages and when their later urban life was surveyed by us: (a) Urban—Orie‘nted‘Typeb, 72
young people who had been willing to leave their native villages and satisfied with the
urban life, (b) Urban-Rural Unsettled Type, 71 young people who had been willing to go
to urban but disappointed with the urban life, (c) Rural-Oriented Type, 31 young people
who had had to leave their home villages for urban areas in order to work or go to school,
but not wanted to live there. With regard to life consciousness, each of these three types
was compared with the rest two types' and the U-turn group. Consequently, it was
showed that young people of Urban-Rural Unsettled Type or of Rural -Oriented Type
were under such conditions as to motivate them for U-turn behavior, but not young
people of Urban-Oriented Type. Finally, it was suggested that many of the young people
of the former two types would U-turn to their home villages if the circumstances
surrounding them changed, e.g., they could find a job in their home villages; their families
badly wanted them to U-turn; etc.
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