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A Review about the Conceptual Structure of the Idea of Motherhood:
By Using of the Idea of Motherhood Questionnaire, Inventory of Sex-Role Orientation and DSQ42

Himeka Matsushita and Tomomi Murakami

Abstract: The purpose of this study was to review the conceptual structure of the idea of
motherhood. Specifically, the validity of the structure was investigated by the second factor
analysis of the idea of motherhood questionnaire and the correlation analysis to investigate
the relation among the idea of motherhood questionnaire, Inventory of Sex-Role Orientation
(ISRO) and A Japanese version of the Defense Style Questionnaire (DSQ42). According to
the survey, the second factor analysis showed that the conceptual structure of the idea of
motherhood is two-factor structure as well as the result of Matsushita and Murakami (2007),
and the two-factor indicate 1) an aspect of accepting traditional idea of motherhood as a
female nature, 2) an aspect of thinking good about that the child is their own support. That
is to say, the two-factor indicate Traditional idea of motherhood and Child-dependent idea of
motherhood. In the correlation analysis, the following were shown:1) As for Traditional
idea of motherhood and Sex-Role Orientation, the aspect is different, 2) It is shown the
connection between Traditional idea of motherhood and Immature defense styles, 3) It is
shown the connection between Child-dependent idea of motherhood and Adoptive defense
styles. These results suggested that it is able to confirm the validity of the conceptual
structure of the idea of motherhood in this study.
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