N RBRFREETAMRRCE B8 45587 2009 345352

L= IWVT AFA OBl 5
Fr I A= g R

Bl AT
(200941013 6 HZ2H)

Declamation in Mussorgsky’s Songs

Kanako Kikuchi

Abstract: This paper discusses the declamation of Mussorgsky’'s songs. Mussorgsky
faithfully duplicated the intonation of Russian language for his music. I selected his 10
songs, and then compared the actual speech with those songs, at the point of those pitch
and rhythm. I worked out the percentage which shows how close the song is to its speech,
on the result of comparison. Those 10 songs selected from the initial, middle and last
period of Mussorgsky’s life. Then, I viewed changes in the declamation of Mussorgsky,
by my experiment. The results of comparison, the degree of agreement on pitch between
the speech and its song was higher and higher in process of time. However, the degree
of agreement on rhythm wasn't so. In the middle period, the degree became higher, and
in the last period, it became lower. In short, the aspect of Mussorgsky’s declamation
differs in a pitch and rhythm. Moreover, his declamation has different styles by a form of
lyric —a verse or a prose.
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