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The Essential Qualities Designing Social Studies’ Curriculums
in Japan, China, and South Korea:
Comparing the Curriculum in Elementary Education

Qiuying Cai

Abstract: Today, Citizenship education is emphasized strongly in East-Asia. It is also
centered on social studies. In this article, it is aimed to inquiry of the essential qualities
designing social studies’ curriculums in Japan, China, and South Korea where are
represented nations in East Asia. I, therefore, analysis and compare the aims, scopes,
sequences, and approaches of teaching three curriculums; Curriculum Guideline (2008) of
elementary in Japan, Curriculum Standard of China (2001), and Curriculum Standard of
South Korea (2009). Result of the analysis, each curriculums are designed characteristically

on the aims, scopes, sequences.

Key words: a subject affiliated with social studies, an elementary curriculum, citizenship,

comparative education
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