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An Experimental Study on High School Students’ Literary English Competence

by

Osamu HAMAGUCHI
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' Akira ONO
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Toshiaki OZASA
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Student at Graduate School of Education, Hiroshima University

In recent English language teaching in Japan, which tends to emphasize practicality, there have
been claims that literature is of no use. In accordance with this, textbooks seem to have few literary
texts. There is, however, no empirical evidence justifying this situation. In order to consider whether
this current situation is appropriate or not, models of literary English competence and general English
competence, and the differences between them, need to be described. As a first step towards this, in
the present study, multiple regression analyses were conducted by regarding the scores of a literary
English competence test and the Center Test as the dependent variables, and those of five tests (English
vocabulary level test, English productive vocabulary test, English grammar test, contemporary Japa-
nese test, and questionnaire for motivation to study English) as independent variables. The results
showed a significant difference between the R values. Discussions based on R% and correlation coef-
ficients between variables are presented as one piece of empirical evidence for the consideration of the
utility of literature in ELT from now on.
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831 | XFHREERNDTA
REKEDFAR 7OA LD [ERESINFENMNFICEEILEDT) EWVWIFHTT, TNEFEH LT
DRMEANCEZEED, BEBHHEICHES TLLEY, GEXDOERICH ZBFRTHERLET,)

Whose woods these are I think I know.
His house is in the village, ( A );
He will not see me stopping here

To watch his woods fill up with snow.

My little horse must think it queer 5
To stop without a farmhouse near

Between the woods and frozen lake

The darkest evening of the year.

He gives his harness bells a shake

To ask if there is some mistake. 10
The only other sound's the sweep

Of easy wind anddowny (B ).

The woods are lovely, dark, and deep,

But I have promises to keep,

And miles to go before I sleep. 15
And miles to go before I sleep.

w1, O1FTHORXZEEDFEIRLEE, @LTAT, BETDLSILFERCE>TVEER
WETH, HERBETEXZEL,

RE2. 27HD (A ) IKiE, 2L EROENDHTLLID,
away, though, far, too, there

&E 3. S5ITHD little’ 1id, BEHTE T OEDXIBRGKR/HBE/IADENTVBTLL D, H
KETERRED, KEL, UNEW] LWSBEHRTIESB D £ A,

& 4. 51THD it BEZIELTVETH, ZONBEHAREBTEZ R IV,

R 5. 10fTEHD ‘to ask if there is some mistake’ 1D T, {RIC some % any iZ X T ‘to ask if
there is any mistake’ & ULJ235&, EDXS HREHK EOHEENECETH, HREBTEA KX
AN

FE6. OI2THD (1 B ) IKiF, L& flake & flakes DI BLENDHoETL LI D @
e, TNEBEATZDREETI M. HEETEZLRI W,

RE7. ITHEIRFENSRLLONS 0N, BEO HHlRMDIREATKDTZ | IbHEL
THLET, TNHAD, BEREBETEZRIV,

RE8. IMTHEITEICEDBEZ EINTVS ‘before Isleep’ ICHBW T, sleep ZFEMBAVIC I (A RER
LTWETh, HEEIFETRULEE,



{122 | XEWNREBENT X FOBEE

91 @I think I know whose woods these are. [5] @ TFEHDKEDD (snow) &) HEZHEEE
%iz8 [5]

&2 though [5]

B3 2DO0EKAEZLNS, (1) 1DHE, Mbws LT, BLW] EWVWHIEK, T BED
TEERABN->TVBTEITHB ()20 MBh%E] LWVWI3EMK. T &, B ORNA
ZETERVEEZRENATVS, (10X 2]

R4 ELICERLRVDR, LERRAT, /ULhd, BIEDIKEREDENKD, HILETDE,
SEBITIR 1ERTE S L ERRVERDIT, ./ (to LLTOERS (6 ~81THICH D)0
[5X3:6~8fTHOW, 1175 (DED 1 RXTvad) Z5KLLk]

RIS any 2k, BBV (mistake) BHZDONE S D, TN LD, ZHUKL, some DIFEIE,
A&V (mistake) H'H 3 DH1RE %%, [8+7 any ICEIL T8, some iCBIL T7 =]

@6 Oflake [5] @ (917HD#DH Y (shake) L1WTHDEDD (mistake) & & i) B2
ATWVBHD D5, [5]

RET7 BN, BT, &E [10]

R 8 die (death) [15] (I 1 AdERZEERD)

{4823  WEBEELANIVFR b
1 ~6 QHEEOHHLETHIE LRI EHROMEL —DRC, TEETLATIHETT,
[#] 1 business

2 clock

3 horse

4 pencil part of a house

5 shoe animal with four legs

6 wall something used for writing

{18 4 . REEEHFE=RTA b

TARRERICBY) G B2 —DECHETY,, EFEORFDOEHIEI TRETHHETDT, ThEF
PO LTEZTLIEE N,
(1] Ann intro her boyfriend to her mother.

fI885 | WEESCET A b
ZANDENHFEX DO THRENCE T E 2 HERZBIREOHN 5 DR RY, &IEZLATSH
BTY, MEEBENSE> TVET,
(%] “How old is George?”
“He’s two years younger his brother Paul.”
(A) that (B) of (©) as (D) than

g6 : BMERET7 > — b
COEME, ERMOBALULTHTRESLD—DREY, B2 ALTVEEILVS DT
ED
(Bl 1. BEOBETEZ LEABICDOVWTELTTATERRILLHOETH?
a) REXLH%, b) BEAER, c) BLH%B,





