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Gravenhage, p. 364. '
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" “Free” Election of the Village Chiefs
- in Colonial Java and Madoera

by
UeEMURA Yasuo

After restoration of Java in 1816, the. Dutch Colonial Government
recognized officially the inhabitants’ right of electing their village chiefs
freely in the election law of 1819. This principle was confirmed again
by the Constitutional Law of 1854 and embodied in the election law of
1878. The latter contained, however; another tendency. Here the Dutch
Colonial Government aimed at excluding the “unsuitable” from village
chiefs by using its influences over the election. And this went farther
in the revised election law of 1907.

Actual implementation of these laws experienced consxderable delay.
Moreover, there frequently occured deviations from the provisions at the
actual elections. For example, there were influential persons in villages
who formed parties and fiercely struggled for the position of village
chief by using bribery or some other kinds of intrigues. At the same
time there were many cases where village inhabitants purposely elected
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the “unsuitable”, hoping to reduce their obligations to the Government.
In any case the social position of the village chief in the village became
lower under these situations.
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