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Nam Sach Power in the Early Years of
the Lé Dynasty in Vietnam

Yao Takao

After Vietnam achieved independence during the tenth century, there
was a factional power in the Nam Sach g3 {®) located on the eastern
border of the Hong Ha #T{if delta. The Nam Sich depended, econom-
ically, on the transportation between the port of Van Don i and the
capital, and on the agricultural land brought under cultivation during
the Tran Bl period.

The Nam Sach resisted the pohmes of the HO #j dynasty which had
usrped the Trin throne and cooperated with the invading Ming forces.
As the Ming forces came to exploit salt and various rare goods, the
Nam Sach repeatedly resisted the Ming presence in Vietnam. However,
because the Nam Siach had not supported Lé Loi 2% in the struggle
for independence, there were many difficulties in its attempt to participate
in the Lé political power. Militarily, important posts were held by the
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Thanh Hoéa #{k group, whose homeland was the same as that of the
Lé emperors’. As a result, the Nam Sach inevitably trid to strengthen
their civil authority. In this respect, the competitive examination was
their only foothold, but as the examination was also controlled by the
Thanh Hoba, steady progress was not easily achieved. However, the
increase of civilian posts by Lé Nghi Dan 22 & and the establishment
of the competitive examination by Lé Thanh Tén ZgEusz: did enable the
Nam Sach to participate in the civil bureaucratic system and to play an
active role. ’
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