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Sugar Plantation and the Javan Village
by

Yasuo Uemura

The purpose of this article is to analyze the destituted rural economy
of southern Surabaya in the late 19th and the early 20th centuries.
Relating it with the development of sugar plantation, we study the
problem in view of both landholding and farming. The sugar plantation
was operated by means of triennial rotation on a full-year irrigated
land which was leased by a contract in bulk through the intermediation
of desa-chiefs. They enlarged the leased land by practicing upon the
poverty of peasants and the labor force was employed by very cheap
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wages.

For these reasons, regular interchange of paddy field was sustained,
which allegedlly resuited from a intension of labor service (dienst).
And petty peasant owning the field of one bau (0.7ha) or so was not
dissolved, while non-owning peasant was absorbed into the plantation
as laborer. The indigenous agriculture based upon irrigation couldn’t
but be devastated because of a lower level of technical development
such as the continuance of land-interchange, culture-system of early
ripening sugar cane, decreasing fertility and insufficiency of irrigation
water. -
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