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The Turning Points in the Career of a Schoolmaster as Seen in The Browning Version

Yoshito Nakamura

The Browning Version is a one-actor and one of the masterpieces of Terence Rattigan, where
the tragic figure of a schoolmaster Andrew Crocker-Harris is convincingly presented. Tragic
because his life as a schoolmaster is an utter failure in spite of his early hope and enthusiasm,
and his efforts. He is also tragic as a husbasnd with all his good intentions. Hence the aim of
this essay, that is, to discuss how and why he fails as a schoolmaster though he started his career
as a shoolmaster with hope and enthusiasm,and made effort in his own way. It is also our aim
here to examine whether it has anything to do with his unsuccessful marriage.

A comparison is made, when necessary, between Andrew Crocker-Harris and Chips in
Good-bye, Mr. Chips by James Hilton to help forward our discussion.
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Still I bet when he leaves this place it won’t
be without a penSion. It’ll be roses, roses all
the way, and tears and cheers and goodbye, Mr.
Chips. (34)
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Whenever his Roman History forms came to
deal with the Lex Canuleia, the law that per-
mitted patricians to marry plebeians, Chips
used to add: “So that, you see, if Miss Plebs
wanted Mr. Patrician to marry her, and he said
he couldn’t, she ﬁrobably replied: ‘Oh, yes, you
can, you liar!’” Roars of laughter.®
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Both of us needing from the other something
that would make life supportable for us, and
neither of us able to give-it. Two kinds of
love. Hers and mine.

Worlds apart, as I know now, though when I
married her I didn’t think they were incompat-
ible. In those days I hadn’t thought that her
kind of love—the love she requires and which I
was unable to give her—was so important that
its absence would drive out the other kind of
love—the kind of love that I require and which
I thought, in my folly, was by far the greater
part of love. (44-55)
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He (Andrew) has been unable to satisfy the
sexual needs of his wife, Millie, who with
calculated destructiveness has turned to other

men.®
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Nothing is ever too horrible to think of,
Hunter. [t issimply a question of facing facts.

(43)

L L, %3, ARSI TFRICER LTwnd
B9, 3 ) EDREBEEICLTY, 2GRS
wL, BE2HELT, BFEFY oD, ZRITHA
LT Tl wodr, 25 F528i2k-7T,
PZoTC, BEVWOAREZIHRLTLE 72Ttk
W, TEETHRAE LT — 1L W IBERDEENRR
AEETIZ, Mr3INTYWHT, Yav72FIFT
Wb, i, TRMIfEICORTR 5B (44) LD E
J. UL, 1t BEOHMEL W IEHEH-T
WRZZETHST, ZOREREYICHREV, X
DIETEIY, F I LIHEYT, The Browning Version
L ZNEFHTRTEILNEEZLL T,

This is the message of many of Rattigan’s
mature plays: human beings cannot live unless
they come to terms with themselves and their
circumstances, no matter how painful that
truth may be. Without self-knowledge there is
no hope. However comforting self-delusion
may be, it leads finélly, like an addictive drug,
to death. Rattigan sees men as ultimately the
masters of their own fate, and says uncom-
promisingly that they may not opt out but must
confront their lives for themselves.®
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