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The Changing Process of a Mountain Village
in Heavy Snowfall Japan, with Particular
Reference to the Reorganization of Common Forest
--- A Case Study of Oshirakawashinden

in Irihirose-Mura, Niigata Pref. ---
Hidenori OKAHASHI

This paper presents a study of recent changes of a mountain village
based on a systematic scheme of village society and discusses the signifi-
cance of the reorganization of common forest (Irigirinya) for the develop-
ment of mountainous areas.

The study area, Oshirakawashinden which is located in the heart of
Echigo-mountains is one of the heaviest snowfall area in J apan (about 3 —4m
in an average year). In spite of such a bad condition, this village has maintain-
ed its viability and has not depopulated so much. So the author searched
for the factors of the viability investigating the changing process of the
villate structure. As a result, he focused on the significance of the reorgani-
zation of common forest carried out in 1972.

The changing process of this village is summarized as next three types,
that is 1. closed-integrated society 2. semi open-semi integrated society

3.semi open-integrated society. Traditional kinship structure (Maki)
had been the most important factor of the social integration since the village
had been settled. But now it has weakened. After the second World War,
the common forest was reorganized and the forest cooperative was establish-

ed. Today, the cooperatives has played an important role of integrating this
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village by controlling mountain environment and creating employment. It
makes this village possible to change to a recreational area based on the

natural resourses, especially beautiful beech forests.
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