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An Analysis of Senior High School English Textbook
Oral-Communication B :

How Communicative Are Oral Communication Textbooks?

Seiji Fukazawa and Koji UEgNISHI

Abstract: The purpose of the present article is to analyze the communicativeness of English Oral
Communication B textbooks currently used in senior high schools in Japan. As part of the present Course
of Study, the Ministry of Education introduced a new kind of course, Oral Communication A, B, and C
and the actual instructions began in the classroom in 1994. In line with the recent communicative trend,
there has been a growing expectation of dramatic changes in the teaching of oral English. There has been
a great deal of discussion on the effective techniques for using textbooks and supplementary materials;
however, relatively less attention has been focused on Oral Communication textbooks. They have been
used without much critical analysis. Very little research has been carried out to day on how communicative
those textbooks actually are. The present analyzed the dyad or sometimes triad interactions found in the
Oral Communication B textbook and classified them into three categories: formulaic, information-exchange,
and pragmatic. Based on the findings, some suggestions are made concerning possible improvements in the

design and use of senior high school textbooks.
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1) BEORYE

Good morning. Good afternoon. [AE]
2) BAETSD

Let me introduce myself. My name’s
Kenta Sasaki. [HT]
3) RURG R EETDOHT

Excuse me. Can you tell me how to get
to the office? [E]
4) N EEEERT

What does Mitsuo mean — It means “bright
boy.” [HT]
5) x>k

Where were we on Friday afternoon? —
Let me see. [E]
6) HFIZD>WTOEHEZED

May I have your name and phone number,
please? — Yes. My name is Asher, 358-1116.
[HT]
7) HFOREEZZSH D

What happened to your leg? — I was
playing soccer, and a player on the other
team ran into me. [S]
8) MFiFL - BLEINRS

What kind of music are you. interested
in? — I like rock music a lot. [HT]
Q) HFOE> L LEROERLRWT S

Do you like folk music? — It's all right,

but I like pop music. [I]
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1) FREFLOWT

How many classes are you taking? —
Five. [HT]
2) BT ORE

May I help you? — Yes, please. I'm
looking for a jacket. [HT]
3) VARMZ VT

Are you ready to order now? — Yes,
I'll have the sirloin steak with a tossed
salad, please. [AE]
4) REOZ L%BFET

It's cold day, isn’t it?
5) XREF - FE

Say, how do we get there, Kumi? — By
train from Tokyo Station. [HT]
6)BEBND ENT S

Can vou tell me the way to Takeshita
Dori Street? — Go straight along this street
until you come to a big street. Then turn
left. [HT]
7)BEORN LD

Hello. May [ speak to Keiko? — Speaking.
[HT]

Hehe - REBIORERE

1) &asT 5%

Be quiet and study hard. [Ex]
DYRE-BFETH/XHETH LV

T’ d like to propose flying a hot—air balloon.—
That sounds terrific. [HT]
3) FHRERD B

Is it OK to watch TV on this bed? —
No way. [AE]
4)EAETS

Do most students take trains to school?
— 1 think so. [S]
5)BREZRD L/ BRELBNRS

What do you think of Japanese professional
baseball? — I think some Japanese players
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are as good as American major leaguers.
(M]
6) TE - BER - ftE.2 % T

Are yvou doing anything on Sunday? —
No, nothing in particular. [L]
7)ERK - BREERET

What kind of food would you like to
have? — Well, I'd like to eat Mexican food.
[HT]
8) B VERFET

You' re supposed to change your shoes
when you enter the school bundling. [I]
9) KET B EKET D Lirw

Can you give me some advice? [I]
10) #&7 %

It can’t be time to get up. It's still
dark! [E]
11) ¥iET 5/ BhEd

I'm happy to hear that. [I]
12) RET 5

Congratulations on your winning the
first prize! [AE]

13) BEET %

You look nice in your school uniform.
[s]
14) B#T 5

Thanks a lot.— You' re welcome. [Ex]
15) #3ET5

I must apologize. I’ m afraid I lost your
cassette. — That’s OK. [S]
16) & hkY

You must be joking! [S]
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{1) Formulaic Interaction (¥ od & > Ed
RH)
A: Hi! How are you doing?
B: All right. How about you?
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A: T m feeling a little bit sleepy.
B: So am I.

(2)Information—exchange Interaction (B
BAREDILWERNEROLE)
A: Tell me a little about your hometown.
B: It's an industry city. Not very large.
A: What’s the population?
B: The population’s about 120,000
now.
(3)Functional (Pragmatic) Interaction ({K#H-
£ 7x & AREIBAGRIERE D FE - 1o EE)
A: Would you translate this notice
for me? It's in Japanese.
B: Certainly. It says,” The Library
Will Be Closed Next Monday.”
A: That's good to know. Thank you
for your help.
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B Cii X fzformulaic, information—exchange,
functional® 3 2DEEE b LI, TWEFER
EhlwsFgFr—BaL LTHELEBRIROE
NTHbH. (EBEDOFEMNIZ 2\ TikAppendix®:
)

cE B OE B

(a)h 57 2V —FIHBHAERE

9, HTF LY —SHRT LS, information
- exchange interactionBIEEIC &\ (&4 D
65%) ZEibhhrb, BEREHBLVSDRELF
MEFHEOBERELEDL2I 22—V aV
EE L LTRVRTWEMTH SR, Hio TR
HirEhs |, [(K&EX23IN5 | OLTREE
EH OB E T  £57ED.LEE 5 interaction
it v, ThEX LT, functional
interactionThd i, [HFOKFELEZ L,
TESOKEbRE2 5] BB LY, FEED
LDECELZEM L LTRLLDT, HEFLVE
?E?&Lt%@ﬁﬁb,jilik—yayﬁ
BLFERCRDEVLE, BRlhhib, ZO#EF
£-vi2functional interactioniZh 3 520% % &5
WHLLEEES>TWDH, HEDOEAL LTHER
BOPLHEOMDLRELZELFIERTHEN, *
NECRIBT 5 DT, FAbLOAEBEGREE
LEREE - BEOHEIRDEDALERTHI L
NEFTNh 5,

Fh, BEREDOENRBOEIGIE 8 iz
bhT\w5, HANALAESERARIPER LN
NBIVOA—F 2=l —Ya VATHRED
OFSRBRENTEY, F—F42 I a=F—
va VOEMEOBET HAFMERIRIATY
BEEZEY
(bMRIE -« BVFHRE T 2 B E - BENIGE DOHE
pSgiap )iy

W, 58 LicxsEbo ARBEGREECED 3
functional (pragmatic) interaction® /7 HKHE,
B D 2 o0OMEEAERT LBDh BRI 2T,
BE - DEWLEOEFWEELZRAE L, 2h
BEYaIa=r—yaviBuwT [HFEDOR
LHZE S | &5 EETATEEABENS <,
ez THFEORERITET 5], Kzl

£1 AEHRES—SL031=4—> 3 BCRNCRANNE

SRHT IV — HE %
@formulaic interaction 8 11.8
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Would vou like to come along? — I'd like
to, but I’ m too busy. [HT]

Would vou like to join us? — I'm sorry I
can’'t. [S]

Let’s go out. — No, let’s not. It’ s getting
dark. [E]

Shall I take you back? — No, thanks. [I]

Would you like some lobster salad? — Not
for me, thank you.I m a vegetarian. [E]

BETHhE, TOMOREITXTEENRIG
BUOBRERELLDOTH Y, EEMRIENDRE
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CERE N EEM Bk, SREE
DEEMT LT 5 ZHEMEROTDITL, TO
BRESHEIRTRTHA Do

Eo2wiy, EENEBRNWEFELHHTES LD
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A: The ads says that the sale ends on

Sunday .

B: Then let's go over there. It looks like

a good sale.

A: I have no money at all.

B: So? It won't cost anything to look.
BEEEK LT, TONEEE->TBHRADHE
WEB S TWADME D h (Yes or No) D
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[HT] Hello, there! (HEREE)
(1] Imteract. (MRZESE)
(S] Sailing. (E&WEE)
[(E] Evergreen. (H—%EH)
[AE] Active English. (—RHUR)
[Ex] Expressways. (BEMEE)
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(L] Laurel. (=4%)
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(1) Formulaic Interaction
A: Good morning. How are you?
B: Fine, thank you.

A: Hi! How' re you doing?

B: All right. How about you?
A: I'm feeling a little bit sleepy.
B: So am I.

{2)Information—exchange Interaction

A: Is it very far from here to Shinjuku?

B: No, not very far. It's about a ten—-minute
walk.

A: Thank you.

A: It was cold at night, wasn’t it?

B: Much colder than we expected! But it
got warm during the day.

{3)Functional (Pragmatic) Interaction

A: Excuse me. Could you do me a favor?

B: OK. What is it?

A: I'd like to borrow your dictionary
until 4 th period.

B: Sure. I won’t need it today.

A: Can you tell me how to get to the
Principal’ s office?

B: Certainly. It’s on the second floor,
Room 232.

A: Will he be there now?

B: He's been here from 1 p.m. Would
you like to wait in the Reception Room?





