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The Design of “Egatari (Story-Telling through Pictures)”: -
On Shigisan-Engi (The Origin of the Holy Mountain
of Shigi) and “ The Priest of Shinano”

Shinji Takemura

The term “Egatari’ was proposed, by Kazuo Tokuda, as the term that would
“unite the double significance of communicating through pictorial expressions
and communicating by way of explaining picture.,” I have tried to examine the
double function by comparing the three tales of Shigisan-Engi, and its variations,
namely, the 65th episode of Kokon-Setsuwashii and 101th episode of Ujishii-Mono-
gatari. Shigisan-Engi, which narrates the identity of the piece of wood called
“tai’”’ and requires the exchange between the piece and the act of conversion,
represents pictures as “a means of interpretation.” Kohon, whose text closely
resembles that of Engi, interprets the fate of Engi in the context of the
sacred. Uji presents both the instrumentality of the picture and the sacredness
of the fate, while preparing for the interpretation of the fate in the context of

theprofane. The three tales narratethree different stories in three different
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ways. Yet, one could suggest that the description of the common life as a
“rhetorical mode” by Engi is one of the conduits to the plurally-motivated and

polysemous expressions in Uji.





