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The Future Development of British Higher Education
—with special reference to the Government’s Green Paper,
The Development of Higher Education into 1990s.—

Yoshihito YASUHARA*

Preface
I. Outline of the Development of British higher education since the Robbins Report
I1. Factors underlying the Government’s Green Paper and its characteristic features
III. Government views on the present problems of British higher education and its policies expressed
in the Green Paper

IV. Future of the British higher education reform concluding Remarks

More than twenty years have passed since the Robbins Report was published. Considerable changes have
occured in the British higher education scene during that period. The advent of the Twentieth anniver-
sary of publication of the Robbins Report coupled with the crisis that British higher education faces to-
day gave rise to serious nation-wide discussion and studies on various aspects of the present and future
system of British higher education.

Accordingly, a total of eleven volumes of the Leverhulme Report on the study into the Future of Higher
Education (organized by the Society for Research into Higher Education) were published between 1981
and 1983. These were followed by two publications, one from UGC (4 Strategy for Higher Education
into the 1990s) and the other from NAB (Towards A Strategy for Higher Education into the late 1980s
and beyond) in the autumn on 1984. Government response to these two advisory documents was the ba-
sis for its consultative document, The Development of Higher Education into 1990s (Green Paper) which
appeared in May 1985.

What changes have occured in the British higher education scene during the last twenty years or so
since the publication of the Robbins Report? What are the reasons why the Government decided to pub-
lish the Green Paper in 19857 After having given an overall view of these questions, this paper attempts
to make clear the problems that British higher education faces today and the way that the Government

higher education policy is directed by summarizing and commenting on the content of the Green Paper.

*Researcher, National Institute for Educational Research





