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A Report on a Comparative Study of Foreign Language Learning Objectives
by Secondary School Students in Japan and the United States: Based on a
Survey Conducted in Global Partnership Schools Project 2002

Saori MATsUO, Seiji Fukazawa and Toshiaki Ozasa

Abstract. The present article reports on a comparative study of foreign language learning objectives pursued by secondary school
learners in Japan and the United States based on a survey conducted in Global Partnership Schools Project 2002, K-12 teacher
exchanges built on existing relationships between teacher education programs in universities in Japan and the State of North
Carolina, U.S. to identify and solve problems in school education. Through a comparative study of secondary school students’
awareness of FL learning objectives in learning English and Japanese, several interesting similarities and differences were
identified in terms of the learners’ perspectives in the two cultures; for example, a sociocultural influence upon the way learners
give priorities to their leaing objectives. Consequently, it is hoped that these results will contribute to designing a learner-
centered approach to language and culture teaching/learning in the foreign language classroom.
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Q 1 : What do you expect for second language
learning in your school ?
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Q1 : What do you expect for second language
learning in your school ?
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- Knowledge of Japanese language and speak it
good.

-1 expect to use Japanese in the future.

- I expect to be able to hold a Japanese conversation.

- 1 expect to learn how to talk to people in both
Japanese and Spanish.

- I hope to get a better understanding of the
language and desire to speak it fluently one day.

- | expect it to be fun and very interesting to my
learning abilities.

- What [ expect is to know how to talk in that
language so | can communicate with other
people that speak that kind of language.

- To write down every word you can think of or
speak and learn them day by day.

-1 plan to learn how to speak and write Japanese.

-1 want to leamn to speak Japanese very good.

- I want to learn Japanese well enough to
communicate with a Japanese person.

- I want to learn the basic words in Japanese. |
want to leam some about their culture. | want

to be able to write in the two ways.

-1 expect good communication skills.
- I would like to learn how to speak Japanese so |

can talk to a Japanese person.

- | expect to learn the language naturally and

have fun learning it.

- I expect to learn how to speak Japanese so that

if I were to encounter a Japanese person then |
would know how to carry on a basic
conversation.

- I expect to learn how to communicate with a

Japanese person and be respectful to them.

- expect to learn the Japanese language real well

included writing letters and speaking
languages so that [ would be able to do some
day go to Japan and live in a cultural that is a
lot different from mines, of the US,
understanding how they talk, and how their
society is.

- I don’t expect high expectation, don’t expect

everybody to speak but do expect everybody
understand it.

- I expect to leamn how to carry on a conversation

in Japanese.

- I expect to know how to hold a polite

conversation with other Japanese students. |
also expect to know a lot more about Japan.

- I want to learn how to converse with Japanese

people so they can understand me and I can
understand them.

- I expect to speak Japanese well enough to carry

on a conversation with another Japanese
person.

- 1 expect to be able to hold a conversation in

Japanese. 1don’t just want to know sentences
or short words.

- I expect to learn how to speak Japanese and

learn more about Japanese culture.

Sk (14)

- Knowledge of Japanese language and speak it

good.

- I expect to learn the cultures language and

lifestyles of the culture and I expect it to be
difficult to learn.
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- I expect to know a lot about the language and
culture.

-1 hope to get a better understanding of the
language and desire to speak it fluently one
day.

- [ expect it to be fun and very interesting to my
learning abilities.

-1 want to learn some different words in Japanese
so if I ever need to speak some Japanese I will
know about it. And I also thought that this
would be a cool language to leamn.

- To write down every word you can think of or
speak and learn them day by day.

-1 expect to get an A in my Japanese class. [ want
to learn more about the Japanese culture and
their language.

- | expect to learn basic expressions, how to
count, about the culture, and how to write.

- [ want to leamn the basic words in Japanese. [
want to learn some about their culture. ! want
to be able to write in the two ways.

- To be able to know at least the symbols /letter
for basic alphabet or meanings.

-1 want to be familiar with the Japanese language
for future reference.

-1 expect to learn the Japanese language real well
included writing letters and speaking
languages so that 1 would be able to do some
day go to Japan and live in a cultural that is a

of the US,

understanding how they talk, and how their

lot different from mines,

society is.

-] expect to learn the language in an easier way. 1
believe you should learn by having fun
especially when it’s really difficult to learn.
Just play little games so it will encourage
students to want to learn Japanese.
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- I hope to leam more about Japanese culture and
become familiar learning the language.
Japanese is a fun language to speak.

- I expect to cook Japanese food and learn about
the culture.

- Learn more about Japanese people and how
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they are alike and different from us.

- I expect to learn the cultures language and
lifestyles of the culture and I expect it to be
difficult to learn.

- I expect to know a lot about the language and
culture.

- I expect to get an A in my Japanese class. [ want
to learn more about the Japanese culture and
their language.

- | expect to learn about the different culture and
in case [ ever take a trip to Japan.

- [ expect to be more open-minded to other
countries and their language. For I find it
something how all people can be so different.

- I expect to learn basic expressions, how to
count, about the culture, and how to write.

- I want to learn the basic words in Japanese. |
want to leamn some about their culture. I want
to be able to write in the two ways.

- I expect to learn Japanese real well so one day I
can go to Japan.

- [ expect to know how to hold a polite
conversation with other Japanese students. 1
also expect to know a lot more about Japan.

- To better understand Japanese culture

- I expect to learn how to speak Japanese and
learn more about Japanese culture.

@ ®oft (EEEEE) (2)

[ expect to cook Japanese food and learn
about the culture.

Basically I expect more hands-on activity such
as traveling.

Q 2 > What skills and / or abilities do you need
when you understand international
communication?
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- We need to know the language and how to
interact with whoever.

- We must understand body language and know
some of the language.

- You need to be able to talk the language and
understand it clearly.

- When need to not mix language up. And that if
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you are communicating in one lénguage and need seeing and writing skills so we can write a
not bring another language into the letter or something if we want.
communication process. - We need to know how to comprehend and

- The skills and abilities you have to know is that know the language of each other.
you need to know their language so you can - We need to leamn slang words and we need to
understand them and they can understand you. know how to speak other languages

- You need to be able to understand what you are thoroughly.
reading. @ azaz=fr—arEK (9)

- The ability to know the language and what the - I think respect is very important in
other person is speaking so I am able to communication. I enjoy learning about the
communicate back. way the samurai used to act with complete

- You need to be able to know some of the respect to each other. That is neat.
language that the Japanese speak and know - Willingness to learn and speak it.
something about Japanese. - We need to leamn to be patient and take time to

- You need to understand the writing, speaking communicate.
and a little bit of the culture. - The ability to pay attention.

- You need to know how to say hello and basic - In order to fully understand a language, one
expressions, and also how to count and the must have a desire to learn and an open mind
money conversions so you don’t get cheated to new cultures and experiences.
out of your money. - I think you need to show a lot of respect and

- I need the ability of listening and being patient. smile.

Also trying to communicate through all ways - You need to study hard as a rock and have
possible, i.e. language, writing, gestures. patience. For it has take time or you'll not

- You need to know English well like vowels, enjoy it.
nouns, pronouns, etc, know what you're saying - You need to be willing and understanding to
and how to respond. learn to new language and you need to know

- Basically to understand... how to make learning the language fun.

- I need to able to speak that language and - To understand international communication we
understand it. need to listen.

-Ineed to be able to speak as well as understand @ RIILEME (k) (8)
the language. - We must understand body language and know

- You need to learn how to greet yourself and some of the language.
how to address the other person. - In order to fully understand a language, one

- We need to know their language and their must have a desire to learn and an open mind
society. to new cultures and experiences.

- We need to know their language and society. - You need to understand the writing, speaking

- We need to know what they are saying and what and a little bit of the culture.
it means. We also need to know how to treat - You need to be accepting and understanding of
them. other cultures.

- We need to know the language that the person - The proper dialect and what’s cultural and
we are talking to speaks traditional for communication.

- We need learning skills so we can learn and - We need to know their language and their
catch on quickly and listening skill for listening society.
what the teacher is talking about. We also - We need to know their language and society.
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- To understand customs so not to offend others.
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