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English Education for Children: Practical Suggestions from Waldorf Education
Satoshi Higuchi, Christoph Jaffke, and Nozomu Adachi

This paper includes Christoph Jaffke’s statement concerning some aspects of English education for
children originally presented at a lecture at Hiroshima University. He was a visiting professor at HU from
January to June, 2005. Three points were taken into account: (1) reasons for starting to teach a foreign
language relatively early, (2) methodical aspects and choice of teaching materials, and (3) aesthetic
considerations. Satoshi Higuchi offered a short comment on Jaffke’s statement and practice of English
education for children at the end of this paper. Jaffke’s brilliant way of teaching based on his abundant
experiences indicates that children — even at primary school age — do indeed have a clear appreciative
sense for the aesthetic quality of the language they are being offered. A doctoral candidate Nozomu

Adachi helped Jaffke’s stay and research.
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These are my eyes,
And these are my toes,
These are my fingers,
And this is my nose.
These are my knees,
And this is my head,
And when [ sleep
lam in bed.

My arms and legs
luse to play —

A happy child

The whole long day.

! have two feet,

Two hands, you see,

Two eyes, two ears,

And this is me.

My hands have ten fingers,
My feet have ten toes,

| write with my fingers,

1 dance on my toes.
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The penny is hidden,
Where can it be —
In my right hand,

In my left hand?
Please tell me!
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I'm standing, I'm sitting,
{'m writing, I'm knitting.

I'm reading, I'm counting,
I'm swimming, I'm shouting.

I'm eating, I'm drinking,
I'm talking, I'm thinking.

I'm giving, I'm taking,
I'm sweeping, I'm baking.

I'm laughing, I'm looking,
I'm washing, I'm cooking.

I'm driving, I'm rowing,
I'm kneeling, I'm growing.

I show my right hand,
| show my left hand,

{ show both my hands,
And now I will stand /-sit still.
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SY: Am | writing?

S2: No, you're not. You're drinking.

S1: Am | sweeping?

S3: No, you're not. You're baking.

S1: Am | reading?

S4: No, you're not. You're knitting *. etc.
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S1: Is she running?
S2: No, she isn't.
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S3: Is she looking?
S2. No, she isn't ...
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S1: Were you running?

S2: No, | was not. (or: No, | wasn't)
S3: Were you singing?

S2: No, Iwasn't

S4: Were you swimming?

S2: No, Iwasn't

S5: Were you laughing?

S2: No, I wasn't.

S6: Were you whispering?

S2: Yes, | was.
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Three pupils: Three jolly Welshmen, here we
come,
Willing to work for a bottle of
rum.

Class: What can you do?

Three pupils: Well show you! [They start
“working".]
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Are you a gardener, Sylvia?
No, I'm not.
Are you a cook, Michael?

No, I'm not ...
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Have you pulled up your socks?

Have you turned up your right sleeve?

Have you combed your hair?

Have you untied your shoe laces?

Have you turned your left trouser pocket
inside out?
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Has the ring been changed?
Has the pencil been changed?
Has the key been changed?
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