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Abstract. This is a report on Overseas Teaching Practicum by Graduate Students in Elementary / Secondary Schools in the United
States. As globalization of the society has been accelerated in an unprecedented rate, children in the 21st century need to develop
heightened awareness as global citizens; similarly, future teachers need to develop enhanced awareness and skills in teaching young
global citizens in the future. For this purpose, Global Partnership School Center, Hiroshima University, launched an overseas
teaching practicum by graduate students in elementary / secondary schools in the state of North Carolina, United States. Reviewing
the process from pre-program workshop to post-program workshop, a multi-national international collaboration model in education

was suggested.
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{3) Hiroshima University and East Carolina
University Partnership: More than Friendship
By Carolyn Ledford

Each time an email arrives, a visit is planned, ora
paper is submitted, the history of the Global
Partnership Schools (GPS) is expanded. In
September when the Hiroshima group arrived, it
was a time of excitement and reflection. With the
large number of teachers, university students, and
university faculty that have visited each location
friendships have developed. Each visit provides a
time to bring all previous participants together to
remember and expand on projects. This enables
each to continue former relationships and to
develop new relationships to further the Global
Partnership Schools.

However, the partnership is more than
friendships as aspects of developing a global
orientation are enhanced by the visits. The impact
has not created a mirror for each to see their
reflection, but instead has provided growth of
perspective consciousness, cross-cultural
awareness, and knowledge of education in a
different culture. With the emphasis on partnerships
between schools and universities, the strength is on
the growing global understanding provided by the
GPS.

The greatest growth is when collaboration takes
place and each listens to the other. As a result, all
parties grow in global understanding. In addition,
the impact provides for teaching experiences for K-
12 and university students when the parties return
home.

The greatest challenge relates to scheduling. The
most recent trip coincided with open house at the
K-12 schools and the beginning of the semester for
the university. Although much can be observed at
the opening or closing of the school year,
observations that are more beneficial for all parties
would be at a different time in the school / university
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calendar. Additionally, due to the timing East
Carolina University classes were not visited. These
visits serve to enhance global understanding for our
undergraduate and graduate students.

“We are all one people under the same sky”
{Misonou Elementary School, 2001) reflects the best
of the Global Partnership Schools.

(4) Global Partnership Study Tour-September
2006
By Suzanne Hachmeister

The Global Partnership visit by Hiroshima
University faculty, graduate students, and local area
teachers was a huge success! This group visited in
early September, 2006 at the beginning of our
academic school year. The Hiroshima group was
welcomed by East Carolina University professors
and local Pitt County Schools’ teachers---all former
participants in Global Partnership Exchange
Projects. Hiroshima participants were provided with
professional and cultural experiences during their
stay. The group toured the East Carolina University
Campus and other Greenville sites, including
several of Pitt County Schools’ elementary schools.

The participants were divided into small groups
and assigned to various elementary schools to
spend time observing and even teaching. Each
small group included a Hiroshima University lead
professor and graduate students and teachers. The
group assigned to Elmhurst Elementary included Dr.
Takaya Kohyama, Mr. Masaya Hayashi, Ms. Ayako
Nagae, and Ms. Yukiko Takeda.

Initially this group enjoyed a tour of Elmhurst and
opportunities to observe in several classrooms
including kindergarten, second, third, fifth grades
and an exceptional class. Special arrangements
were made for the participants with special interests
of study to meet with other educational specialists.
For example, a couple of participants met with the
school counselor to observe her lessons and discuss
character education and one participant went to a
meeting at Pitt County Memorial Hospital to
interview a teacher at the Children’s Hospital.

The participants visiting Elmhurst were involved

in “U.S. / Japan Culture Day” with Mrs. Claudia
Harris’s third grade class on their final day at
Elmhurst. The participants each taught a lesson to
the class sharing Japanese culture. The third graders

” o«

were taught “A Feeling of Thanks,” “Rakugo,
Japanese Comic Story,” and “Challenge! Japanese
Onomatopoeia.” Lessons were also provided by
Mrs. Harris and Mrs. Hachmeister.

The experience was so valuable for the children,
as they will never forget the day the visitors came
from Japan! The children were blessed with the
cultural richness and the teaching expertise of the
Japanese participants. Similarly, the participants
benefited by learning that pedagogy is the same in
any language and children are innately the same-
no matter what the culture. The project could have
been improved if the visit had been scheduled a
week or two later as this was a very difficult time for
the local teachers and professors due to the
opening of the new academic school year.

As is true of most comparative culture studies, a
person learns as much about themselves as they
learn about the new culture. As professional
educators, the US teachers and Japanese teachers
shared their enthusiasm for teaching and love of
children with one another. We inspired one another
to continue the sometimes overwhelming task of
educating the young people of the world!
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