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[Abstract]
The Colloquial Material of Kitanoin Omuro Shukaku “<f&”
Priest Imperial Prince: with Special Reference to the Language
with the Mixture of Kanji and Kana in Yaketsusho “¥5 180"

owned by Zuishin-in Temple
MaTtsumMoTto Mitsutaka

Keywords: language in the Kamakura Era, Shukaku, Yaketsusha, question and answer
style, oral language

In this paper, Yaketsusho owned by Zuishin-in Temple is discussed. It was writ-
ten by the prolific writer Shukaku Priest Imperial Prince, who took an active part
in and around Ninna-ji Temple at the beginning of the Kamakura Era, during a
time of behind-the-curtain politics by a retired emperor. Yaketsusho was written in
the form of a question-and-answer dialogue between Shukaku and Shoken “5E&”
at Daigo-ji Temple. It uses a mixture of katakana, hiragana and manydgana, which
was unusual at that time. We mainly discuss the characteristics of the Japanese
language in the “questions” Shukaku asked often referring to the “answers” by
Shoken. Shukaku tried to represent the colloquial style in his “questions” by using
unique ways of writing, although the language in “questions” may be categorized,
strictly speaking, as written language.

Consequently, the colloquial language used by Shukaku in “questions” is to be
found parallel to that in other materials at that time. Thus Yaketsusho provides in-
valuable linguistic material, which provides us with the chance to reexamine the
colloquial range and linguistic differences in individual usage at the beginning of
the Kamakura Era.





