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Notes and Cmmentary on liu Hsiang’s

Lieh-nii-chuan (Bl TFlZciz))

Takao SHIMOMI

Liu Hsiang (&l - 79-8 B.C.), Confucianist in the closing period of
Qian Han (§i#) is well known for his compilation of a classified catalogue
of the old books owned by the court library. Moreover, he published a
number of books himself, which include Lieh-nii~chuan Tzl=&E] ),
Xin-xu (TFFF) ) and Shuo-yuan ([3i%6) ). They are all moral stories
gleaned from classics and edited on the Confucian principles.

Lieh-nii~chuan is the first biographies of women in China, and is wor-
thy of note in that it advocates how women should live in the feudal socie-
ty.

It is true that the book was utilized for the purpose of controlling
women’s characters in various ways; but it is to be highly valued from the
viewpoint of the history of Confucianism, since before that time very little
had been written about women’s social role as compared with that of
men. Liu Hsiang prescribed in this book, for the first time, women’s social
role distinct from men’s and clearly defined women’s social status in the
light of the Confucian outlook on mankind. Consequently, with the publica-
tion of Lieh-nii-chuan, Confucianism reached the more solid stage as a

precept on which the world is kept in order and improved.





