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Consideration of Word Play as English Teaching Material

Yoshito Nakamura

Abstract: Language play or word play such as puns, jokes and riddles has rather been
neglected as English teaching and learning material. They, however, can be quite effective
in language learning if appropriately used. Hence the aim of this paper to examine and
prove their usefulness from the several points of view, mainly in terms of the foregrounding

function.
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1. ELBIC

FHIE, ThFTIC, WHEESLLHERDOA F—
Y-l Tuy N apkEF—<E LT, FORELME
LCOAMEICOVTHIRLETELD, TOTERimM
i, XHERERBUCR SN L - mis Lo, &
FOFHIZEMKT 2 &) bDThH -7z, T OHifl,
ZoE - BBUCERAER LIEZEST NS R D,
ZOZEIE - EH, NOFVEET5%06, TOEE
BRDOFEEREEINLE E VI BDTH S, FHD,
ZOWHICHLTRHOE I TB» &5 %21
BDOTH LA, FHREHEZRFOTHLIHMEL
T, [ZEEET] OWREEIC OV THRET %,

2. ZEREY

2.1 PUN (&%)

BERECTT CRVENEDIE, “pun” HIH, il
HdHDHVIFEER G DY, BEOHKW D ORENN% 2 &
ERMHIND, FEMFEGEICL 2 SHOME AR
BREHTHA 9,

(1) Why is a river so rich?
Because it has a bank on either side.

“river” & “rich” &, FEHOTH I E—HL T35,
Sz U, FEREBATEX T LW, HE0X
BRI D %2030 I3, JRwERToaar—2a ¥
ERE%v, DFD), MWOSIARHART, o312
BEFCTERVIEEENH L. LL, 2R EHM
PERIEAEIDETDHELEEZ DR, IO 25k
ICEEZRTCTEZET LR ATHA ), TiHO
auy— g YTRVEBBERBICHA ST, Thbhs
Ris b/ EH)2LdTES, 2212 “bank” @

1FEAMAAZ LI Lo THLWERE D 263
%o C“river” (JII) — “bank” (JIIF) — “bank” (1
A7) — “rich” (&FHD) L) K5I “bank” D1
AL L TR D IBLEEMGTE LEERI T
%o MPLFH, FHOFRAL, HEOBREIL, WO
RMEPREWEIE, TOHRIEHINT, L) R GH
SNRFFSNDTHAH. HIH, IHIN TSR
REHOFEFPREINDL EZEZ HND,

PR OFEIIBVTIE, ISV OREIR X 2 5H
ERIZTORMENLZWTHS I DS, HEOMRS, it
BOWRSHEARICERELZLEZONTVWS, LT,
ZOWt, avF s AMIBLREEEFKE L pH
bbo DFED, AVTFI/AMIBWTHEELHFILR
CRBENr 2 Lilh b, Loz Cidn s L,
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FFIZ “river” “bank” “rich” @ 3FEASTIUIMH LT S,

(2) 1 went on a vacation for a change and a rest.
The waiter got the change and the hotel got
the rest.

“change” (21, [Z24b] oz TB20, Akl 0
Wb dHY, “rest” 12b, [MKE] & [5RY] OB
Hbo TNEHRPOLELE TNEZIFBROLT) L
b Tz, 3 CUEL TR Uil RO RIS
V) BAE ZBRTIARICEE Lo B v 23,
CNODOFEN YT A ERETH DI LIFHE:
TV, WIS, TO2XOWNLEPIZ, Z025EIH
DRLITL B0 EHEINBIRMIZE S TV 5,

(3)  You can can as many cans as you can.

“‘can” LWV ) HFOHEILEE E O T “can” A4 Inlfli
bITW5, WEE, B, 45, BB & fEvsgy
SNTEAIR LTV B DZEA, SRR ik
RHHRETHELT, WVOHORRII AN ZE) TH 5D,

(4) Tt is said that for spreading news the female is

more dependable than the mail.

[Z2—ZAZROZIIEBMEL Y S LT A 12
5, “female” 1272\ LC “male” 25K 55 L Bwn
&R, FEO ‘mal” LKT, BEL-BEEXLHBD
M52 T ND. 5F TOBNIFFFD FHIC X
b DEo7As, ShlL, FERED ESMEDbILTY
%0

(5) As an astronomer was asked about flying
saucers, he replied, “No comet.”

[#ETERAW]E[ /—ax v M PHTSNzYa—
2 CHbh, D) RATTIERLHETOLEDILL
iE pun IZED LN L,

WL, VLAY Y 2B B0 ) FAR RO
A FY AT, BRHFENEHELTY 24 2 AT %
DL LTERACHWONZDS, Z0HVDbWw %Kil
WL 7228 HoTh, bEELLWHITELT
[2—ET7 ORIKOEIL T TARRINIREDLD 5,
HAOHAARTDH, TBHXFx 7| Lrsb RN
BDEALLBVEITHEH, THEBMWARI L
FEOWHENTH Y, FHE B LARES T 5 H

HEFHEOLDTIZRNES D B

LGFEFTONLOPOBITHESLNS LI IZ, pun i
Va— s B EDHRENBERIT o TWDE I NS
VW, £Z T, KIZpun A L7z 2o FEERED
POEET Do

2.2 RIDDLE (G##4)

riddle (Zik %, HARTH R 25 =720 584k %
TVWTHAH I BRERDTTELELADOICIE, &
% EIXOMEE Filkie 2 LX), B
WEEL DL, ZLTEFDRAL Y Mdpun THHZ L
B\,

(6) When is a door not a door?

— When it’s a jar.

bHAHA “ajar’ & “ajar” DIk

(7)  Which is the strongest day of the week?
— It's Sunday. All the rest are week days.

I, “week” & “weak” Oifi.

ELEL0BITY, [FTRFTZERNS, £ ThWE
EH D 2BV ] [REHIZHRWEF ISR W
DI | e —FROBBEBUCH E S, 21T
DERERDI)ET D, bHAAEZITHEIKTIE %R
Vo AN ERbENTENTOMET 2. HEDS,
FA Y POWMHEDZ LIZICHATONLDIZE) TTH
R\, 2D X9 % pun %o 723k % 1E conundrum &
HiEhsZeddhb,

(8) What goes on four feet, on two feet, and three,
But the more feet it goes on the weaker it be.

Hbl A A T4 TAENEZTT—RONL &K -7
L) 27 4 v 7 A (Sphinx) DT, & Z 11X “Man"o
24T H OB % o 72 L A 4 TR 3 5 2811
ToTWaA, PLEELW O, KOXI%Rb0b
HAOHN5,

What is it that goes
On four legs in the morning,
On two legs at noon

And on three legs in the evening?

(9) Little Nancy Etticoat
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With a white petticoat,
And a red nose;

She has no feet or hands,
The longer she stands
The shorter she grows.

FRORAT 4 V7 AOFKITHREBETE VW) b ODE
PHPLOHIEERZ TNE, TNEZNETVD
DT RVDS, WKERICH L4 T, EHA LR
P ENHEDL DD, TOKZEROTF 57201213,
SRGERIZLEAADIE, fibhTWwbENZE
NOEOEWEAEE 2, TOMMAFEMZ I 2L
BHRWIED ) I D 24T, T 2B & o
TRESCT, BA Y Mo Twb, 213, “candle’s

BAEFRESAE BRENYTTAT YT T4
(Humpty Dumpty) b ik 4 ® — 2 TH %, Lewis
Carroll (1832-1898) 7%, k% Through the Looking-
Glass (1872) IZB SR THAIC LI, COAD
& ZAE, T

(10) Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall,
Humpty Dumpty had a great fall.
All the king’s horses,
And all the king’s men,
Couldn’t put Humpty together again.

2.3 JOKE
BEHAARNERYBETRORS LR W), 3
KANCESTI—=ETDOH 5V a— 27 IFHFEEGICHE
CMReBAL, AHBEBERLII2=r—2 3 VITRe
BHENDHDERSTWVD, FHDILDOD DHh H/GE
DEIGBEVLDETHAICHS, krdbTVa—r &
A LELL, WEEMPELY a2 840, FL
T, ZOHAIZWD I 12, EPNTHDE I LS
NTwaZl, WIS, a7 A M EIEMICHERL %
FIUEATHRET, Lad, TNETAHETORL5%
BIZIETLNIBVEMETZDETHS ),

(11) What was the difference between Noah’s Ark
and Joan of Arc?
— Noah’s Ark was made of wood and Joan of

Arc was Maid of Orleans.

“Ark™ & “Arc” BHIPIZES o KA ¥ M, “made”
& "Maid” O FRIGEOWHEIZDH %o

(12) A man came out of a fish and chip shop and
stood by a bus stop eating his supper out of
the paper. A woman with a small yappy dog
arrived, and the dog kept pestering the man
for some food.

“Can I throw him a bit?” the man asked the
woman.

“Sure,” she replied.
So the man bent down, picked up the dog and

threw it over a walll

CZDOFRA Y ME, BDOF -7 “Can I throw him a
bit?” ORI 5o Fid, “him” ZBEFOEEHY
P& “a bit” ZEIFIMICHE > TwWb, LA L, Kofi
WEDLITHICHRE £ { “throw a bit to him” &5
o720 R, FEZPDERMWITIZZIMI R 2 &
ICE o720 d NGV LI ZOHVEND
DIl bbfEREFNTLE -7,

(13) Knock knock!
— Who's there?
Elsie.

— Elsie who?

Elsie you later.

HRYMENTHVBDPL LNRWVA, 72 A THD S
72 knock knock joke EIFIEN S b Dy AN KT
DHERNTHITEGVTIT) L) IRk oTwb, 11TH
N7 &RZ7CHE, 2ATHIRZIUTIE R L8R ik
D OYE ) LAY THAT, 3ATHIE, A0 A0 %A S
W, AATHTIEHRICW 2 AP IZHE A 20, 51TH
T, pun o2 F ) LR RLAOLNTWDLLE
T TEZDOEL DT 5, ZOBITIE, KFEDITIE,
“Tll see you later.” 2N SN T3,

(14) Knock knock!
— Who's there?
Dummy.
— Dummy who?

Dummy a favour and open this door!

% D471%, “Do me a favour and open this door!”
(BEVEZLLIOFTEBATTLN) EFH 2 LI
%5

Z @ knock knock joke RMLD Y 3 — 7 OFIR T
Rkt xR RLE, FFEICLTHHEICLTHERNTK
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ERBEERIZLTVAEIEN DD, IS ICfilih
ST EIZEY, BLELEREKZ, ZEIXEEHPELR
REEHIIL, ToOEFLEROENTIIEEMLL &
DOTHEVBOHLHDEL V) T EELDTHAT
LHRZHLTHAIo
BHEPRELEDLFEBRFE VI, ROZ&E
(tongue twister) 2% %o

2.4 TONGUE TWISTER (BROZ &ld)

(15) She sells sea-shells on the sea-shore,
The shells she sells are sea-shells, I'm sure,
For if she sells sea-shells on the sea-shore,
Then I'm sure she sells sea-shore shells.

Zhug, BRIOZEE0ERK. “sh” & " o%EFOIE
X E, ZNOFMTLHEAAOETLR 1" ©
REVPMEE 2S5, UTHZTTHRWHE ISR S
590

(16) How much wood would a woodchuck chuck,
if a woodchuck could chuck wood?
A woodchuck would chuck all the wood
he could chuck,
if a woodchuck could chuck wood.

ZhE, K EADBHROZ LIEOPTROAX LD
DEEESbhTwb, “woodchuck” &, dLKFED~—
T bO—HEED, HARANDZERFIIZD LBIGAA
HWADPREREZHATHS ) D

(17) Betty Botter bought some butter,
But, she said, the butter’s bitter;
If I put it in my batter
It will make my batter bitter,
But a bit of better batter
Will make my butter better.

So she bought a bit of butter
Better than her bitter butter,
And she put it in her batter
And the butter was not bitter.
So t'was better Betty Botter
Bought a bit of better butter.

INEPRYEL, —RICGRDDIIKRETH S, 22
THETX 201, FIC DY THIEIEOHETOR
HFOXNTH %,

ROZ RS2 52 81, HOHITHDERL
BENZ L L PTBEHEDPMMED D LI NDL DT,
fif & 23 UTHREN T A c & UL, XDl
ML, Fio, LD FELHDIIIICARDBEED S
ETHHIo YKL, FAOFESLE LT
L eI, FBREBOERITDKD,

WFEDOFFIHELOEEZ LN FHEENEZ, o
2D F72L v, Filikk AT, HEELNVOIE
P50, RACOARDENZ TR T — F - XX
)V (crossword puzzle) 73d 5. alhse® B 2 HakH
DL ENDB), W, ZOBEPEBLTHERILD
MERLZEDTHILEDWUETHA I, F72, Lewis
Carroll V% L7 & EbNTW5 doublet &, 5
FER —FETOEZ TCHOFE TERIREDHND
DFF LAV R 535 L T ENTH S, il
12y, HEEC S Y LARICT VT 7 XNy FASNEATWY
i s, HEEEZROUFMTI—F7 742 F -
F=LHRELSHE LN S V. £ DOl anagram,
palindrome, rebus, acrostic 57 &, #HM & LTo
AN L THAIZE LD D,

3. bWIC

LINIEFEOEM E LTHEMIELEZONS [2 L
L] OV OPERE Lz, TR L08R E LT
i, BTREEIIC L 2202 LIEONIRILD D .
HENThEwIOr— 3 v RFREFERLLHHED
IS & 2 3RO HIT & Sl A S Nk wiZ EDRED
MORLREIZE ST, T2 & - HJUTEEDA
FoNnd, T EXOMPUTERNICE L, 2212
XOFEEOEENE 726 ENLDTIE R VD

SEHECEELL ) LTNE, KTFarFrs AN E
EMCHR L 23T R 5. ZORADEE LY
FLVWHDTH LA, ZLIZ0¥EHTIE, FIZZFolE
FEICHEZ HN72T V727 A MIBW»TEEN 2 Fo0k
AL SN AR T V. BE I, SEEECICE
Wik, TNOOFESREAHEYEING, LTUL,
CHVS I L OMERRLMFHETELTHS ),

CLRBOEAIFFRTHLEHZTLNDLIDY, &
LIZBEVORETHS I Ld, THEE LD D>
TEBOEREIPRVIEOH L D72l ) 2L
AT NE, ML EHIE, ZLIZOMRITBVTIE,
FEOLFNEA~OBR L S, —H TRV B %
W, ZHEMROLEREHZTIND,

SHEOE, EBEEBICE 5 2 L IXoRiRIL, D
BELOME, > T 7 A OFHIEZOHRTOREEE
DFH, TLRFIBILEFOEKRE EO R, LI
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CRWEMICR 2 EHROTLIEDVTE S,

CLFENE V. IS, FRUEZ0FE FERD
BFEOITICb 2% RIS, 22525283 TE
bo UL, FEBHIIE, R SICESEEECHI) A
NOENTVRVDIF TRV, TOX) RridEF
ZALNTIEVWEWESLS L, ZREERHRELMFS I
TWHEVDTIRREDS ) B THHSIEORENT
A 2D M ADWFEE NS,

MBI R T Lz,

“Mine is a long and sad tale!” said the Mouse,
turning to Alice and sighing. “It is a long tail,
certainly”, looking down with wonder at the Mouse’s
tail, “but why do you call it sad?”

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland O —3¥51H Tl
TWVLilE. TOLIE, ZOEMIITEKEN &
FECDBINSAZAICE S, A =Y —DHiE
bHoT, WYL EIHT 55 ELIRTNITR
BMIChbEEZOLND,
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