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Cross-Cultural Understanding and Education:
Case Observations in Australia and an Outlook on the Problems

Satoshi Higuchi

Abstract: This paper aims a philosophical discussion on cross-cultural understanding in
terms of education to light up the invisible problems concerning the topic, considering the
reports of observations at some schools in Melbourne, Australia. This paper consists of
three different parts: conceptual descriptions of the similar and more popular word
“international education”; reports of the case observations by the author at schools in
Australia; a philosophical investigation of the depth of the problems of cross-cultural
understanding and an outlook on the framework. From the philosophical discussion, 1) a
complex characteristic of understanding as a dialogue, 2) foreign culture as the Other in a
philosophical sense, and 3) cross-cultural understanding based on the continuation of
mutuality as moral education, were pointed out in the framework of the problems.
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Visiting Professor from Hiroshima University

In the last week of August, the Centre for
Program Evaluation (CPE) hosted Professor
Satoshi Higuchi. Professor Higuchi is the former
Chair of the Department of Learning Science in
the Graduate School of Education at Hiroshima
University. His research field is philosophy for
children and we are indebted to Clinton Golding
for spending some time with Professor Higuchi on
his visit.

Professor Higuchi's itinerary focused on cross
cultural issues in schools and comprised visits to
Dingerra Primary School (which has a large
proportion of students whose families have come
from North Africa), Melbourne Girls' College and
Alpha Children's Centre Pre-school. We were
impressed with the programs and teaching that
we observed and our thanks goes to Ms. Debra
Starpin (Principal, Dingerra PS), Ms Judy Crowe
(Principal, Melbourne Girls' College), Mr Stelios
Piakis (Director, Alpha Children's Centre) and the
staff of the respective schools for their generosity
in sharing their time and reflections on their
programs.
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