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Abstract

Focusing on class disadvantages in relation to conditions for the development of children born
and raised in impoverished families in developing countries, and on disadvantages related to
education particular, this paper sought to generally outline the framework by which disadvan-
tages are formed in the process of a child’ s growth. To that end, an interview survey of 16
youth of different classes was conducted in 2006 in a provincial city in the Indian state of Uttar
Pradesh and comparison of the life histories and current living conditions of the interviewed
youth was attempted. Results revealed two points. First, children of impoverished families
were found to suffer various disadvantages throughout their lives, from a young age to adoles-
cence, in comparison to children of wealthy families. In addition, disadvantages for such chil-
dren of impoverished families were found to be severely affected and formed by not just a
dearth of resources in terms of the family’ s financial, cultural, and social relationships but also

by societal context (production system, labor market, educational and other systems, etc.).
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