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ME ¢ & great DFEE

4 @ owm g

I #3a2xnv- Y3y rid VEERM (A Dictionary of the English
Language. 1755) WBEOLRLRXFIITETE7200 "REF (The
Plan of a Dictionary. 1749) O 75T,

Some words have two sounds, which may be equally admitted, as
being defensible by authority. Thus great is differently used.

GRS > TRIHEFEDREZ 20D, EHH LHERH DAY
PRBHZHLTVADOTHLEHICEDOOATVEELTLIVDTH
59, L LT great IZI3E o 72V H D)

ERNRTVD, ZofRRiE, LRELIBIRFTICR-TIMEE % b
DHEDEENEHMTIRLZVICR L TZATETIEATVWAZ LDIESH
BRihb, Vary it ERSBHAM, L LTy (Nicholas
Row 1674-1718) & — 7 (Alexander Pope 1688—1744) DT % 5| &
BV Lo Thbb Uy D seat : great, K— 7O state : great £\
ATy FTHAB,

4 HOFEG 6 RNIL state : great 1% [steit] : [greit] TR % a3,
seat : great D% [silt] : [greit] L2 Ao HFmIZHHEER T, &2
%45, MEd ix18HRMEIZ [eX] ISR o Tz & T AAMBAE NI L 2%
% 5 L state : great D E 1L [stelt] : [grelt] Ko D TH A H, A,
MEé % 3 DEEDIT L A ENSH [iI] 12 o T bIFHED, dLIhT
B H L) Z & THNIE seat : great A3 [selt] : [grelt] DB -
EREVWIINhZ 25, seat BELIC [silt] I8 o Tz hE, &L
5 [siXt] @ [grilt] 2o 72 & B A BRTEEN LV, B great B 5
PAITIE [arelt], MOBAITIE [grilt] & BT SR TOEAE) HTHD,

TarvV yBESIIRECIOENOI LEBVH L THE - 2B L KX
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7z VidEER L7z,

... when I published the Plan for my Dictionary, Lord Chesterfield
told me that the word great should be pronounced so as to rhyme to
state; and Sir William Yonge sent me word that it should be pro-
nounced so as to rhyme to seat, and that none but an Irishman would
pronounce it great.Z)

(Bedt TRERREML OLERZ M LI, Fz 25 ~71 -0 M
B great VW) FEid stare LR B L IR ETRELZLE SO
HLT, V40T A5 Yy 7HMRBIEEEFILT, Fhidsea b
BEREGLIICRETNETH-T 7L — b REERETHNORT
ANTVFASHLWRELDIEESTET)

FzRY =74 =V FEPIATERRORIN R 6, iz 7 (Sir -
William Yonge 1693-1755) & & A - BIfER T, Ya v v o L»s ™F
ﬁ?;ﬁ%@t&#%{ 4 (the best speaker in the House of Commons) & #f#k
EDONIBERTH D, ZD L) e ANH great % [grelt] LEBTH
E7ANMT Y PRt 2L BoTwh i, ZOBMIZIRELS4ANL
I [greit] EZEBHFRIE L TRV L—RIZEZ ) ThHiL seat
[seit] Lo T RITRIEEP LV—F I D bvioTgrelt) DL H I [e
JEREETHEBALZTRED Vv T seat LHRZHGLED
great {3 [grilt] X572k FEZ M5B,

great ¥, fBDO ME ¢ % b DA 1) X E TEBFILLTMEe 2D
FEERAFIC L2 7I2bDOY, break, steak, yea L L % IZ [iI] I27%
BFIz [ei] & TERFLLAEE STV A, —AHE L 5N TWh ME ¢
DEBOBIRIIROBY TH 5, ‘

ME ¢ [el] > [eX] > [il] (e.g. ME cléne>ModE [kliXn] ‘clean’)
£ L THIsIIL,

ME ¢ [eX] > [eX] > [ei] (e.g. ME grét > ModE [greit] ‘great’)
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EolebDHHHLEN) I ETHolzs KIRTRIDZODTFRBDEK
THFIC great DRFXMIC U THIAT, great 2 ME ¢ DBHE DOREALE
K [iX] BRET2bb [griltl LW BRENH o7 TS
WY, Z0RMEE [greit] EZHBHLLDEV) HIZo2WTHANRT
ATz,

I v“h® % Great Vowel Shift (KEFTFHT) 12DWTid, Ellis (1869
—89)" % Sweet (1888)" #4%4c& LC Dobson (1968)" 12 E B AiEM 4 7
BHENETIRIZZOEBENHL M o7 TOHEE, MEORBFIZIR
ROERRA D o722 EHHHAL TV 5,

ME

=

NG TEOERED) HMETE ME a 2/ 5 HAD & 2 AREA
P EPAEEBEEEIERIL, BREMICH - 2HIZ R ERSL
RoTFEMTHI L L ZHBHFILL 2o ME i > ModE [ai], ME &
> ModE [au] TH b, b5 AFMEEMbLITRIE L ORI b BEL
BHo7zL, BEVIEISRNMERICOFHEICE LT ORV, & &
<L LTHEA SR TW R ) M L Bb 28 ) E LEIT TV 0xts
EOREEEOERLLES Y. LiL, 15820518005 245 T L1
EEOREBEOELOBEBIIMO L OB O b DB THEE2ITLX
Ehottad, KBEEBLIFERD LI hotbifTh b, FLTS
NAE R PR & R & 2 RO CTHHICRNT 2 b D ER 72,

ME OEfT & ModE OB e 8¢5 L ATOL ) 1% 2,

ME i€ ¢ a ¢ 6 u

ModE  [ai] [il] [ei] [ou] [uX] [au]
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COMEBRERS L, MBEORICBERFOERS LRV IHG D
5o Thbb, ME¢ & ME ¢ P ELICHETLA-BH RE-0Ix LT,
ME ¢ & ME ¢ XL FTRFRICZ > T v, ME ¢ 2SME ¢ L D
PHOLI ERHEIZIX [ou] EZEBFIELZCO22bSY, MEé
DHIZME ¢ L DERRFEICHEOT [Z] BETRALTLESZDOTH
5o BEDATHLHEONEEL B 2EBEETDME ¢ b great DIFEDN LD
WZHEBEILLT lei]l LoD HBHEOTRILEEALRTIELTE
Bo 7L, FDHAEITIIME é > ModE [il] DEE{LOSHENLESR Z
LIEEHITTL RV,

TIIME ¢ REBICED L ) 2 FEIL% L7207 Dobson (1968) 0
TRELEICBETAIME¢ E MEa L EBICBIRLTA LI,

ME 1500 1550 1600 1650 1700 1750 1800
ME ¢ [eI] [iX] (iZ]—{iX]—{iX]
ME ¢ [eX] eX] {eX]—{iX]
ME a [aX] [eX] —={eX] —={eX]— [ei]

ME ¢ & ME ¢ i3 EBEOBIICIE b bAARMS ATV, Fa—
Y= LDFANLLENEFNTHESIE, MELRATHIZ L X D07,
Z® ME ¢ PBEIZI500E BT EL LT [X] ok o722 LIZDWTH,
3EALDEFEEIED TS, Zachrisson (1912)" % Wyld (1936
BIOFEMERB LTS,

ME ¢ BI7TH#REOFITEIIE SIE T [eX] Xk o7z, ZHETORER
% Dobson (1968) i,

In the fifteenth, sixteenth, and early seventeenth centuries, careful
educated StE had no close [eX] sound; ME ¢ was already [iX] and
ME ¢ was still open [el].m

(15HHA2 D S 1T DRI T T, HEHDLAAPEELTHVS -
BFRERICHAL: [el] HFixid oo &) DS ME ¢ 13BEIC [iX]
225 TwAL, ME¢IRIZHWE [I] BT FTH o220 TH
%)
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EHBELTWS, D%, ZOMEISHLY [X] & (KMEé¢) & []
FEOBICEARENEL, ZORBILRFICEATOIME¢ICL > TR
HELELNEDLIFILTD, LIZHKITHADFITEITHR I EIZE B,
ME ¢ #% [iX] BRSICEREL, BEIC [I] iR oTW/aME¢ LA LT
DIFIERDOFITHE Sh b,

15, ME ai2onTid, [2X] BRF#ECI7THALEDIITIC [X], 1700
EEIC [eX] WELZZE SNTWDY, ThEZIFANRSD LI8HEROWH
IZME ¢ & ME a %% [el] B CRTIC k272w T LIl b, ME¢
21D [iX] BIETMEe LA LTHEICE,TWaI L%
Zihid, ME¢ 3—RIME a LEFH L 22 DBBUHRENER
H#HGEIIME ¢ ERIFLTHEVIARTRLEEI L AELILICR D,
%72, Wyld (1936) i ME ¢ (Wyld Tid ¢ ;12 ME¢) & ME a O
T2 H#EL, ‘

When ¢ was raised to [, ¢ at first remained unaltered. At this point
ME g and ME ai, which, as we have seen, had by this time both
been levelled under a single sound, caught up ¢, and thus the three
originally distinct words were all represented by the single sound [£],
which was tending more and more to become tense.
(64 Xl KERLTY FRMDEDTE o7, TOEKTMEG
& ME ai 3—RICRET L2 ) I— 0BT TICRBE L TH
FIThY, EIBNDVR, #oT, bEEHNEE S >T7:3
BEOENSTT (8] LwHIEAFTERLEIRLEH IR, £33
THLZTIC R > T i RETW)

LL, CORFLIEHLET [ BRI ETHY, ALE [ell
THUET Dobson (1968) & RMERICT 2o 3%, ZOEVHH 57212
LTh, BHOLHREDBECHE 2VFETIE o7 2 2 LB Z
DBRBUFL IR B EVIBINEN ST HIE, Wyld (1936)
Dobson (1968) % &0 CIERAI L B0

SHIZHLT, ME¢ & MEdiR2b 2 bR Calih s Lihort
FikTADH Horn (1954) TH b,
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Me. ¢ und 4 zeigen eine grofe Ahnlichkeit in ihrer Entwicklung:
beide Laute werden stindig gehoben. Me. 4 tritt in seiner
Weiterentwicklung in die Stufe ein, die me. ¢ verlassen hat. Me. 4
lauft hinter dem me. ¢ her, ohne as jemals einzuholen & (aus me. a)
wird zu ¢, nachdem ¢ (aus me. ¢) diese Stufe verlassen hat; ¢ (aus
me. 4) wird zu ¢, nachdem ¢é(aus me. ¢) diese Stufe verlassen hat.
Auf der Stufe ¢ macht me. 4 Halt; die Hebung zu 7 findet nicht
statt.“)

(ME ¢ & ai3FERICL KB REL Lize WHL b2 (HEEL
L7:0TH %, ME a it ME ¢ BN 2B PBEICIA 2 o THA TIT o 720
ME d i ME ¢ D& L %38V F 7175 $hLTBWO L Ztithds
720 2 (KMEa) it1¢ (KMEQ HFZOEB+HI &I IIR
D, ¢ (KMEa) ¢ (K MEg) MW OERZMNIRIZe Ik
72e MEG IR EERETIEE D, i~OBFLIZEL L2 572)

#ZTHorn (1954) OEB% b LIZLTMEe, & aDiEHBOBERY
HRLTASE,

ME 1450 1500 1550 1600 1650 1700 1750 1800
ME ¢ [e]] —{iX] [iX] —{iX]

ME ¢ (eZ) ——1eZ—~{ 73] |—teT— [} |t

ME a{a) ——{eTI—| (5} | teXi—| 3] | —tel)——— i

EWHREAIIL D, EHTHZIETME ¢id, 1THIIZA SR [eX] Offric
FIEFIZ SE O TS 2 S vy (in fortschrittlicher Sprache) Tid [i
I ERICBESHEREL T A LW ) S RRT, THEEMEEICES
FHEOTFLBEEITEHE L 45 RIEEFER IR LB DE LA 2 Dob-
son IZENT, ZRICHBEERDPEDIZL o TWwh, 5121k HELRME
SEfvy, 2HEP LA T, Dobson (£ L THEITT AMMOBHFIREF

15

FEaHT0) LERBFKRE(RLRDEIATHS,

I ME¢%b2oBid—#EERICRENELNAIIHI—FDITL



72 4 B F R
ALHME ¢ & [iT] P CriG L7t &L THIsIC great, break, steak,
yea D 4 FEIITAT [iI] BEPSIC LA [eX] > [ei] Lozl dhT
Wh (HEREICPE [ei| EFS TMEa LRE LT LIZRB), %, ZC
THIBIZ 2 A0, BlZiE grear 231 & BV, [griltl DRk
LoD, 735121 PE [greit] ~NOFLLEELA- b D725
D)L ThHb,

great 1= [iZ] %F T/t Anon. (1695)" 725572, ROISHARIZIE
ME¢ % [iZ) LBABLDONEL %D DRLKAN, Walker (1791)
2% B EMIT great % [grilt]l ERETHOIER "KM-7R%EF, (an
affected pronunciation) V23 BE&IXZEb->TLE ), great 2D ME
e b oL EbIC [I] BRICER L2 Lido & D~/ id Sweet
(1888) T 5,

Towards the middle of the 18th cent. the sMn (ee) became (ii), not
only in sea, heal etc, but also, in the mouths of many speakers, in
such words as break, great, which are now always pronounced with
(ei)..., which was preserved by the preceding r

(18#ARDHITEC sMn [=1600—17004E D EFE] @ (ee) 12 (i) &
Bol2d, sea, heal D X 9 72fB7SV T Cid % {, break, great D X 9
LEIBOTHEHRDFELFET Gi) IZhotf, HELEEISEE
12 (ei) ERBFEINDD, ThidkiTds ] HERTH )

Sweet (1888) 1% great 7% [grilt] 1% o7z LR EELAAMS D, &
FHa7E ] OBET (greil]l Ko RE LK. LAL, AT
preach % stream 72 R LRHTC [I] (2oL T DEFERFET
DEEEEZDE, [greit] ~OFENCORERE LTRAT5TH D, /2
&z [grilt] OBEBNFH o7 LTh [griltl > [greit] &) EEDOF
Zibizd 0139, [greit] ~OFELLEZ LEFDRIERRE LT [grelt],
Thbb [eX] BRAEE ShLIThIE% 5%\, Luick (1914—40) ik
IR SE 2 FEHICH L7,

Neben dieser normalen Entwicklung sind in einigen Fillen auch mund-
artliche Lautungen in die Gemeinsprache eingedrungen. Bei me. ¢ ist
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dies der Falle in den Wortern great, yea, break und steak. Sie durch-
liefen zunichst die normale Entwicklung, in der ersten Jahrzehnten
des 18. Jahrhunderts setzten sich aber die siidwestlichen Mundarten
eigene Lautung (&) fest, die in der Gemeinsprache um diese Zeit
dem me. 4 zukam, daher diese Fille sich von da an wie d-Wdrter
weiter entwickeln.”

(DBOEDEFIT, 0L 2@BEDRR ELVHEORTIIEEE
1A o720 ME € 12DW T, great, yea, break, steak 72 & DEED 7 —
AN H1zb, INOLDFRIYUDITEEOREY - L 57225 18
HRORZMOBTERICHTETHEIHFED () »HEEL, Z0F
RZOBHIDIREETIIME ¢ iIZHL T 5 b D7 o7z, iy, Lk
BIhODEDOHEL a2 b OBEFALCLILBEEEHIZLTNL
NDTH5)

THAZH LT Wyld (1936), Kokeritz (1953), Dobson (1968) & id
ME ¢ > ModE [ei] % tr L 558 % DEE{L & #E L, ME ¢ > ModE [iX]
DHEBEDLD TR eD ol b TG E 72, TDH B Wyld T (i
I ~NOFEE RS SHICHRT I b D" 4, Kokeritz &
Dobson II 2 EHLY & %,

The [iX] pronunciation in ‘ME ¢ words’ does not go back to ME ¢ at
all; it goes back to a late ME ¢ variant, commonly developed from ME
¢ in ME times, but often older still. ...throughout the ModE period
there was a struggle going on between two ways of pronouncing ‘ME ¢

.words’; the ME variant with ME ¢, now become ModE [iX], gradually
displaced the more normal variant with ME & whose development stop-
ped at [eX] and which became identical with ME a”

(MEé % 28 @ [iZ] #2 ME ¢ I35 %\, sIEFEMIC ME ¢
Po—fICRE L late ME ¢ DRFIZHEBL LD, £hihbhwv
HE LBV, e FERHEMEZE LT MEé 2005 ORTICII2 &

Ddbbh, RAITHEH > CWwWie D) ME¢ 22 ME ORED,
ME ¢ 2 b 0@BHNDET [eX] BRPECHBMIET Y MEa L FEBELL
HDIZREIZH > TRD Y, ModE [iD] 122 5 THRIZEZDITTH 3)
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5T, Dobson (1968) = LTAHHE, ME ¢ [eX] > ModE [eX] (>
PE [ei]) A" [iX] BPSE CHREL D THNIITRLLERTE
5%, ME é DREE [eX] (BEIZ ModE M0 RWEXFTME ¢ # b0k
Ebiz [X] NEEELTw) oy, EREICE T HGEREROR
%4t) (a ModE phonetic change) Zid&h 7 63 HIZ TRITENE &% Z
{the displacement of one mode of pronunciation by another) (23 &k
WHZEIZh B, LL, THEHET [I] BRANFELOHFRST
T b ETHHHRICE > TOImRAT LI %2V,

Horn (1954) 122 & B2 Y Rz h ME é > ModE [il] L% :8E%
DLOLL, great DL 512 [eil ~DELER LD T35HR, (Ton,
Tonbewegung) 72&F Z 7, HMEBEORE, AIBEFERFIIRIZTE
BENOTER LD Hom ENXNVY Y RENRST:DTH D, FilldLE
fHHICE AL, THBVWEHRL (Hochton) DRHIHEFTANFIE EITONDE
VW) Z&T, great 78 ME ¢ [eX] > [eX] > [iI] L) BEIEFEOTE(L
ERTC, TRDLEELS R BLRVWEISEDS (il > [lei] ETHo/zk
#E L,

ABTRIOFRHL LI LED,

ME 1450 1500 1550 1600 1650 1700 1750 1800
(el (i) D —
ME ¢[¢Z]———[¢] ——ieX — il
- R (eXl} R lexl} S

ME ¢ IZ17TH#HARDHEITII StE TME ¢ & [iX] BFSTRiE L7:a%, 1700
EEDLFIT—BEVREEIEL, WHRLILSOMERELTRAYS
NI BED [eX] 77 [eil EBMMLELDEZ LIV, ZOIHE L
TIBHROBI VSR HEEANT R EEERELYZLTH
5,

(i) great, break %2 & PE [ei] x b DFFLMBO ME ¢ (LIEME ¢) &
D N ‘
Great : Seat (J. Pomfret), break : speak (J. Swift), great : Chert
(A. Pope), great : seat (N. Rowe, R. Burns), great : sweet (N.
Rowe, W. Whitehead), break : weak (J. Gay), breaks : speaks (J.
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Grainger), great : conceit (C. Smart)

(ii) great, break 72 & PE [ei] % b DFERMOME ¢ & ME a &£ D
g
Great : Estate, great : Rate (J. Pomfret), Dream : same (W. Con-
greve), great : Fate,- Created : hated (M. Prior), Retreat : Fate (A.
Finch, N. Rowe), Creature : Nature (J. Swift, R. Burns), great :
state (A. Pope, T. Parnell, R. Savage, J. Cunningham, T. Chatter-
ton, G. Crébb), Great : Fate (A. Pope, T. Gray), eat : State (A.

~ Pope), eat : fate (E. Young), creates : elates (J. Thomson), break
: forsake (D. Mallet), retreat : state (I.H. Browne), mead : shade
(M. Akenside), creat : annihilate, creation : Imitation (R. Lloyd),
creates : Fates (W. Whitehead), beat : fate (T.G. Smollett), neat :
estate (J. Cunningham), greate : estate (W.J. Mickle), break : take
(W. Cowper), created : elated (H. More), break : wake (W.
Blake)

DT NV—TFTOEBIOE L, ZIITIFBETWERWATME é ¥ 3 0Bt
HBHVIIME ¢ ¥ b O EWHEHHLICHATWDEDOT, BRLHS [iX]
FCgreat X break LT WATIZ L2 B, FLTHD 7V —TOHEH

FEIEMEa 2 b 0RO TUAA [X] BRICILERT, T2 O
12 [ei] EZEBFEZEIThITIR0AL, HKRLEHH [eI] BETR
LTwitExzohb, LT, FHEOBHEICEIALZT YD sear :
great i3 [iX], F— 7D state : great i3 [el] ¥ FNFNRL, THIZPE
[ei] % & D great DS F DRIERs & L C18ibidmaric [X] L& bic [ell
EFLoTWAZLEFRRHTLLDIIL T A,

N #EOFHBPIIVDYIHANEV) LDIZOVTORENEY &ho
1EHNIBbNhd, great S4FENFMOME ¢ % 0B L R AL E%
F-OFBELEOFY, S TV ETE, (2EOBEKRISEREETO
PFe%bb08HoT, TANFBEOFTELE—HREETEE 25 &8
CLFEREALTIELTED, bLPTDE grearid [grlt] 9O
ERE (VT [greit]) OFAT TREW, KWy EWIHIBEICHETHE
EEZOILIIRL L0 ANV, ZOEKTIE, HROFTHE
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i2 Dobson & & TKIA L L THERI ORI D o 7 ‘Neogrammarian’
BRE2ZTHO TR EE-THLWTHAH I,

()

1) Samuel Johnson, The Plan of A Dictionary of the English Language (1747;
rpt. The Scolar Press, 1970), p. 13.

2) G.B. Hill and L.F. Powell ed. and rev. Boswell’s Life of Johnson (Oxford,
1934, 1971), vol. II, p. 161.

3) Alexander J. Ellis, On Early English Pronunciation (1869—89; rpt. Haskell
House, 1969)

4) Henry Sweet, A History of English Sounds (London, 1874; Oxford, 1888)

5) E.J. Dobson, English Pronunciation 1500—1700 (Oxford, 1957, 19681)

6) 17THHAIC A oA SEERR I LT, SHEIIM- TBINIAAIZ (20
HEVHEND) ZEELTLE) DLW HHEDERNEORIRIIH 572
Cf. H.M. Frasdieck, Der Gedanke einer englischen Sprachakademie (Jena,
1928), pp- 49-50.

7) MEIiZizé (BBU7z¢é), ¢ (FAvi7:e) Difiic OE DFBFEID & IZHRT 54/
DeFbHolo CNIMBEEBTIIMEé LEHLTLESbDOD, —HOD
HE (B2 Yorkshire #15) TIRIEREFEIIL>TH ZDEIRF L,
e.g. ME gréne > ModE [griln] ‘green’, ME d¢l > ModE [dial] ‘deal’, ME ete
> ModE [eit] ‘eat’ Cf. Sweet, §651; K. Luick, Untersuchungen zur
englischen Lautgeschichte (Strassburg, 1896), §202.

8) J. Palsgrave, T. Smith, W. Bullokar, W. Waad & A7 1L % Z2h AL iR 724,
WO BFORFHIHEL TWAK LAY 5, Cf. Dobson, p. 651.

9) R.E. Zachrisson, Pronunciation of English Vowels 1400-1700 (Géteborg,
1913), pp. 69-71.

10) Henry C. Wyld A History of Modern Colloquial English (Basnl Blackwell,
1920, 1936) p- 206.

11) Dobson, p. 617.

"12) Wyld, p 209.

13) #5M (1975) IXEREHEADLE DS, ME ¢ & ME a 0 [eX] BRSIC BT B
BAH oL LTHFDOHRD ME ¢ DREFHAUNTELLETAZ L LT
BLZVWEFHNWTWD, Cf. HHFR "ME ¢ & ME ¢ DRIE{LICE T 5£K
FHRNEE) TEHERELFHMARE) LXIV (1975), pp.61—77.

14) Wilhelm Horn, Laut und Leben, bearbeitet und herausgegeben von Martin
Lehnert (Deutscher Verlag der Wissenschaften, 1954), p. 283.

15) Dobson EIEDMRE LTHED 2 AL HEHOPT "I Ho~E, LE
ATORERERROIRALY, ZORHREZTHUNORFREHA S, (5
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K7 SV (advanced speech) b HLIZ MEHEIEEE, ORMICR /T E
SOBEHEVS LS RiB2F % L7ze Cf. Dobson (1968°), ‘Preface to the first
edition’. ) '

16) ME ¢ 75 [r] DERI DAL, (i) PE [i(9)): e.g. ear, rear, cohere, etc.
(ii) PE [e(3)]: e.g. bear, pear, there, etc. % LWL L7z,

17) The Writing Scholar’s Compahion (1695), ed. by E. Ekwall, Neudrucke
neuenglischer Grammatiken, 6 (1911).

18) HEE DI IZoWwTid, Cf.W.Matthews, English Pronunciationand Short-
hand in the Early Modern Period (Univ. of California Press, 1943), pp. 154—
56. <

19) Cf. John Walker, A Critical Pronouncing Dictionary and Expositor of the Eng-
lish Language (London, 1791, 182224), §241. 2 B, KRD§242C 1L break I2fih
TEh, [brilk] k) TR - 7/2%%F, (affectionately pronounced) 73&
WIHFNH B, ‘

20) Sweet, §822.

21) OED 6 THEFLHE E 2TV S,

22) Karl Luick, Historische Grammatik der englischen Sprache (Bernhard Tauch-
nitz, 1914-40; Basil Blackwell, 1964), §500.

23) Wyld, pp. 209-12.

24) Helge Kokeritz, Shakespeare’s Pronunciation (Yale Univ. Press, 1953), pp.
173-80, 194-209.

25) Dobson, pp. 611-12.

26) David N. Smith (ed.), The Oxford Book of Eighteenth Century Verse (Oxford,
1926).
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ME ¢ and the Pronunciation of great

Chiaki IMAZATO

ME ¢ was a close e [eX], and ME ¢ an open [eX]. They were kept
strictly apart in ME and EModE. ME ¢ must have begun to move to-
wards [iX] in the 15th century. About 1500 [iX] is attested for certain.
Even when ME ¢ was tensed to [iX], ME ¢ was still open [eX] for some
time. The raising of ME ¢ to [eX], according to Dobson 1968’, took place
at least towards the middle of the 17th century, while Horn 1954 assumes
that the development began in the latter part of the 16th century. After
that ME ¢ was raised to [iX] and fell together with the reflex of ME é.

Wyld 1936’ suggests that so far as the [iX] pronunciation in ‘ME ¢
words’ is concerned, StE had adopted a pronunciation developed in some
dialect. Dobson states that ME ¢ in StE itself became [iX] by a gradual
phonetic change is false. The [il] pronunciation in ‘ME ¢ words’ does not
go back to ME ¢ at all; it goes back to a late ME ¢ variant, which has be-
come PresE [iI]. Kokeritz 1953 in- of his opinion on that point. This
variant completely fell together with the reflex of ME é.

Strangely enough ME ¢ has become PresE [ei] in four words— great,
break, steak, yea. Although it is quite doubtful whether the [ei] pronun-
ciation in all of these four words is to be explained in the same way, the
falling together with ME a under [ei] took place in the 18th century. ME
@, which has become PresE [ei], must have begun to be fronted to [al] in
the 15th century, and then through the intermediate stages [£X], [¢X], [eX
], it was finally diphthongized to [ei] about 1800.

This paper aimes to clarify the development of ME ¢ in the Modern
English period, centering on the raising to the stage [iX], and consider
when and how ME ¢ was finally diphthongized to [ei] in four words—
great, break, steak, yea. Taking great for example, Dr. Johnson said Lord
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Chesterfield told him that great should be pronounced so as to rhyme
with state, while Sir William Yonge sent him word that it should rhyme
with seat. It was impossible for seat to thyme with srate, because the for-
mer must have been raised to [iX] when the latter was tensed to [eX].
Then a question arises as to how great was pronounced in the early 18th
century. To find the solution of this problem, rhyme evidences are col-
lected and examined in this paper. As a consequence of this survey, it is
made clear that great was frequently pronounced [grilt] so as to rhyme
with ME ¢ words like seat, etc., and, at the same time, [greXt] so as to
thyme with ME a words like state, etc.





