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mats make the best (beds). Besides, Western-style beds are very (expensive) and

take up a lot (of) space.

Mr. Yano makes enough (to) support a wife, but Miss (Shimoda) is going to

go on (working) for a few years. The (extra) paycheck will come in handy.

(There) are many things they would (like) to own - astereo, a(car) and a color

television set. (They) might even sign up for (a) tour of Europe or the (United)

States.

It will be a (few) years before the couple is (ready) to start a family. The

(Japanese) are very concerned about the growth of population in Japan.

Qoze-II LivinginAmerica

In America, it is the custom that the parents of the bride pay for the wedding.

Since a bride usually marries (only) once, there is usually a (big) celebration with
dinner and dancing (until) the night is over. If (there) is only one daughter in

(the) family, the occasion is even (more) important. If that one daughter

(decides) to elope, that is, get (married) without a big wedding ceremony, (then)

the mother at least should (express) a lot of sadness. The (one) opportunity for
a big celebration (has) gone. In this, the father (should) put the best face on (the)

matter. He might point out (that) the elopement saves him a (lot) of money and

that his (daughter) has a lot of intelligence. (He) might say that she will (come)

back to her job and (her) home to stay while the (young) couple looks for an

apartment. (He) might even offer evidence for (his) beliefs. He might say, "I

(checked). She left most of her (clothes) in her room." To him, (this) would

show that she is (coming) back. Nevertheless, he might feel (sad). Just like his
wife, he (might) be disappointed that there is (no) wedding. He (might) have

been (looking) forward to the big ceremony (and) the party after that. He

(might) be disappointed that he will (not) see his brothers at the (wedding) cere-

mony. But there is little (that) he or his wife can(do). His daughter is of age.

(She) can do what she wants (to) do. If she is past (21), she cango off and (get)

married in any state. In (fact), in many states she can (marry) at 18 or at a

(younger) age without asking permission of (her) mother and father. So there (is)

little that the mother and (the) father of the young woman(can) do. They can

only sit (and) wait for her to return.
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doze-III Life in the Desert

Young people do not decide whom they will many. Marriages are arranged by

their (parents). A parent wants his son (to) marry a girl who comes(from) agood

family and is (a) hard worker. It is very (important) that the new member of

(the) family help the group. Parents (do) not want their son to (marry) a girl

who will be (a) burden.

Parents do not care (whether) the young people like each (other). Love is

supposed to come (after) the marriage, not before. They (want) their son to

marry his (father's) brother's daughter - that is his (first) cousin. In fact a man

(has) the right to marry this (cousin).

A girl cannot marry anyone (else) unless her cousin allows her (to) do so.

This is an (accepted) rule. If a girl refuses (to) marry her cousin or marries
(someone) else without his permission, he (has) the right to kill her. (In) such a

case, no one (would) try to take revenge for (her) death. Many sad stories are

(told) of girls who married without (their) cousin's permission.

In spite of (these) customs and traditions, young people (fall) in love. Many

of the stories and (poems) recited around the campfire tell (of) young men "mad

with love". (Boys) often meet and court girls "(among) the camels" when families

have (come) together in summer camp. The (young) men especially favor a girl

(who) is good-natured or one with "(a) face round as the moon, (and) eyes like

those of a (gazelle)."

Parents must give permission and (arrange), any marriage - even if it (is) a

love match. If the (couple) elopes their relatives will chase (after) them. Later

they will be (punished).

Binniyah was a bedouin girl (who) fell in love with a (young) herdsman.

Her cousin would not (give) them permission to marry, because (he) hoped to

have her as his own bride.
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Expectancy and Cultural Familiarity in

English Reading Comprehension

Tadashi NISHIDA

In spite of the large amount of research that has been done on first

language reading, very little concerns the investigation and analysis of

the processes in second language. A reading theorist, Goodman (1 967)

suggests that reading is a selective process in which the reader makes

efficient use of minimal language cues in order to produce guesses.

With this line of thinking, Smith (1978) indicates the significant impor-

tance of non-visual information in understanding printed information.

Some psychologists, such as Carton (1971), Wildman and Kling (1979),

and Olshavsky (1976-77), analyze cue systems and strategies the reader

uses in the receptive processes.

This study was designed to examine how the reader's expectancy

in the prose was affected by 1) cultural familiarity with the passage and

2) English proficiency. The main hypotheses to be tested were: the cul-

turally familiar passage would facilitate the reader's expectancy regard-

less of his English proficiency; the reader with high English proficiency

would expect more language elements than the reader with low profi-

ciency regardless of the cultural familiarity of the passage. Sixty stu-

dents enrolled in English 1 classes at Hiroshima University were given

CELT (S-A, V-A, and L-A Forms) prior to three cloze tets.

The cloze tests, each of which included 49 items, were constructed

by deleting every sixth word from three culturally different passages
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(Japanese, American, and Arabian) adapted from two books. The

syntactic complexity of the passages was controlled. The passages

described in commona young couple's and their parents' marital arrange-

ments in each culture. The responses were scored by three different

procedures: Exact replacement (Exact), Semantically acceptable

(SEMAC), and Grammatically acceptable (GRCO) scorings.

The results of CELT showed that Group A (N=30) was superior to

Group B (N=30) in English grammar, vocabulary, and hearing skill.

A two-factor analysis of variance with groups (A and B) and condi-

tions (Japanese, American, and Arabian cultural backgrounds) was

done on each cloze test scores of the two groups.

As predicted, both Groups A and B clozed significantly more items,

exactly (P <.05) and semantically (P <.01) for the Japanese passage

than for the American and Arabian passages, although the differences in

the GRCO scores for the three passages proved insignificant. Group A

was significantly more successful in filling the deleted words, exactly

(P <.05) and semantically (P <.01), as well as grammatically (P <.01)

than Group B in all passages.

On the basis of the results, we conclude tentatively that the culturally

familiar passage tends to facilitate the reader's expectancy of semantic

constraints regardless of his English proficiency. It is also confirmed

that the reader with higher English proficiency is more successful in

expecting successive language elements in terms of his knowledge on

semantic and grammatical constraints.




