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SUMMARY

The purpose of this study was to compare the
comprehension and speed of Japanese and Canadian
university students in reading English text.The Eng-
lish text was presented on a computer display in which
the words were presented in the usual left-right posi-
tions across lines. The length of reading time was
analyzed for the following aspects of word recogni-
tion: 1. word length, 2. the location of words within
the sentence, and 3. the grammatic classification of
words. The reading comprehension test required the
sudents to choose the correct descriptors for the text.

There was no significant difference between the

Japanese and Canadian students in their comprehen-

sion of the English text. The reading times of the
Canadian students were unrelated to the three aspects
of word analysis. The reading times of Japanese stu-
dents were affected by word length and by the gram-
matic classifications of words, i.e. nouns, and verbs, as
critical to the passage content.

Although both native and non-native readers
may be equally successful in reading comprehension,
there are important differences in their reading
processes. The task of decoding longer words, and of
recognizing and integrating the grammatic nature of
content words places a greater cognitive load on

non-native readers, and lengthens the reading times.
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