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Al C, Secretario de Educacién Publica Federal
México, D.-F.

Los subscritos,vecinos de este lugar y padres de femilia en su
mayorig,ante Ud. resvetuosamente comparecemos ¥ exponemos.-

Desde que se establecieron las escuelas rurales federales en este
distrito,hemos venido gestionando la instalacién de escuelas en es
te lugar,y,aungue en otros lugares de menos poblacién que el nues—
tro,se hanestablecldo escuelas,nosotros nunca hemos conseguido que
se atienda a nuestra solicitud,siendo as{ que aguf la poblecién es

- muy numerosa Y existen alumnos de ambos sexsos en suficiente nume-
S ro pare una escuela de nifios y otra de nifias,como lo probard el pa
drén que tenemos el honor de acompafar a la presente.—

Por las razones expuestas y conetandonos que los sefiores -

Tome§ Ameze Amelie Pallares eon perscnas de conducta muy reco-
mendable y de reconocld@s aptitudes,suplicamos & Ud. atentamente —
se sirva ordenar sean nombrados como directores,respetivamente, de
ambas escuelas.-

BEARELH TAEROFEL KD S EROBRE

ZOERIZIZVLTHEL IR, FROBZBIIELONZ D L) »HRET
ZEHIMBERICIHTRL, 613, HFERPZOFXZELTLHEEI
ZOMEOMIEZEETWS, /2, 19285, ALK IFaT7h Hod
ARICBWT, BETIEEID RV L ZBEHICEKIBBEERS L
YMSEEE, FRAELPUFEOHYTB/IIOED L ) LXHFEE-
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Rural School as a New Social Space:
Rural Teachers in the First Half
of the 20" Century in Mexico

Toshio AOKI

The rural education started from 1920’s in Mexico is characterized
as the movement of social improvement. In the rural area, the state
intended to create “the Mexican nation” and accomplish the national
integration through the education. It means that the school is
considered as the apparatus of ideology and diséipline. The
inhabitants in the rural area reacted in various ways to the rural
education brought by the state. Some villages received it actively,
others neglected it, and others refused it violently. In other words,
they were never in a passive state.

The inhabitants, for example, petitioned the state to establish
school and dispatch teacher. They organized parents society and
educational committee, cooperated in the construction of schoolhouse,
equipment, ground etc. Furthermore, they helped their teacher with
his life in every aspect, such as house, food, travel and so on.
Consequently the rural teachers could not help but depend on the
inhabitants in the village where they got positions. And they had to
listen to the opinions of the inhabitants and follow their values and
customs. If not, they could never carry out the school activities, nor
even live in the village. In fact, there are many cases in which the
rural teachers were attacked or killed.

At the same time, the inhabitants utilized the rural teachers in
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order to pursue their own benefits. For instance, the teachers were
expected to proceed acquisition of ejido (communal land) for the
inhabitants, to resolve a number of conflicts in the village, etc. Their
works were not confined to the field of education. The school was not
only a space for the education but also constituted a social space where
the inhabitants negotié.ted over power, right, culture etc. among
themselves and between the inhabitants and the local or central
authorities. And the rural teachers could take a functional role as

“mediators” in these negotiations.





