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THE GENERATION OF THE CONCEPTION OF ORTHODOXY
WITHIN THE SCHOOL OF ZHU XI DURING HIS LATTER
YEARS : LU ZU JIAN AND THE LECTURES OF ZHU
XI AND HIS DISCIPLES

IcHIKI Tsuyuhiko

In this article I consider the lectures on the Zhong-yong R and
the Meng-zi FF based on the correspondence between Zhu Xi 43 and
Li Zu-jian Biflfs, the younger brother of Lii Zu-gian Bl and the
criticism of the lectures by the followers of Zhu Xi such as Wan Ren-jie
# AfE and Wu Bi-da RK, as well as Zhu Xi himself. :

" With the spread of a conventional understanding of Zhu Xi such as that
seen in the Si shu ji zhu PUEHIE, there were created the circumstances
under which those who endorsed this view and those who held different
interpretations could exchange views with Zhu Xi on the basis of this
prevalent understanding. As matters progressed, there appeared thinkers
who, deeply immersed in this conventionalized understanding of Zhu Xi,
attempted to copy the master and replicate this thought. The impetus for
replication arose in the minds of these various individuals. At the same
time, one also witnesses the phenomenon of Zhu Xi promoting the
formation of this ardor by approving the comments of his disciples in the
give and take of arguments. The consciousness of carrying on the
authentic teaching of the master, which included an emotional component,

was thus created, and thereby a sense of the orthodox succession of Zhu

— 42 —
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Xi’s views and their manifest glory first blossomed.

The exchanges between Lu Zu-jian and Zhu Xi display the character
of Being an argument regarding the earlier conventional understanding of
the teachings of Zhu Xi. The criticism of those like Wan Ren:jie can be
characterized as being critically concerned with those who later attempted
to rephcate the teachmgs of Zhu Xi and his own secondary arguments.
Here one can see an aspect of the birthplace of the consciousness of the
orthodox succession of the teachings of Zhu Xi. This also demonstrates
that the groundwork was being laid for the reproduction of Zhu Xi’s

teachings following the master’s death.
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