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“The discourses of Laozi [£F] as strategies”

Keiji HASHIMOTO

To look at the discourses in the text of Laozi, one can see that there is a strategy of
persuasion in the first place. The text persuades readers to disorganize such received
values, and to dismantle the received decoding system. Before the reader finds his way
into that dismantling process, Laozi makes the reader hold common understanding, by
utilizing the signifying function of the language. And he proceeds to help the reader
understand the invalidity of the decoding system, and then to abandon and reorganize it.

Besides, the discourses that surround the Daoi# and an ideal being, ShengrenZE A are
something that the text of Laozi neither express nor understand. Thoée discourses do not
help or persuade the reader into understanding any signification, but put themselves
under indeterminacy of meanings and hereby heighten the significance of the existence
of Dao and Shengren. They adopt the strategy of seduction and lead the reader into the
world beyond the interpretation of meanings through the language.

Laozi thus allures the reader into the world of Dao through the linguistic strategies of
persuasion and seduction. Its monologic style strengthens the seductive characteristic of
the text. The reader never reads this monologue without being enticed to the world of
Dao in Laozi, and at the same time, they are neither equipped with the set decoding

system of signification, nor with the definite text of Laozi.
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