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The sea is lazily calm and I am dull to the core, lying in my long chair on
deck. The leaden sky overhead seems as devoid of life as the dark expanse of
the waters around, blending their dullness together beyond the distant horizon as
if in sympathetic stolidity. While I gaze at them, I gradually lose myself in the

lifeless tranquillity which surrounds me and seem to grow out of myself on the

wings of contemplation to be conveyd to a realm of vision which is neither
aesthereal nor earthly, with no houses, trees, birds and human beinga. Neither
heaven nor hell, nor that intermediate stage of humian existance which is called
by the name of this world, but of vacancy, of nothingness where infinity and
eternity seem to swallow one in the oneness of existence, and defies in its
vastness any attempts of description. Suddenly the shrill sound of a bell, calling
us to lunch, awakened me to the stern reality, after a short short syncope of the



senses, mercilessly cutting off that delicate link which connects man and infinity
at some unexpected and unforescen moments, and permits man in the very
midst of passions and turbulence to peep into the kingdom of absoluteness, the
realm of transparency, the world of real activity— —an activity with no
motion and no rest from whence we came, whitheir we tend and where we live
even at present in this phenomenal existance which[ we] call life.
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