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On the Word “ryotei” in the Heike-Monogatari

Shingo YAMAMOTO

In the Heike-Monogatari (GEFF4):5) some of Sino-Japanese words was
used in the Japanized meaning, and not in the original meaning in Ancient
Chinese.

We may take the word “ryotei (§5%)” as an example. “Ryotei” in Ancient
Chinese originally meant hoofs of a dragon and a kind of melons. In our
country this word meant an excellent horse.

Traditionally, it has been understood that the Heike-Monogatari was
written in the wabun-style (a style based mainly upon Japanese), the
kambun-kundoku-style (a style influenced by Chinese), the hentai-kambun-style
(a style based mainly upon Japanized Chinese), and the daily colloquial
language in the Kamakura period.

However, in this paper I argue that the word “ryotei” in the
Heike-Monogatari did not originate in these four styles.

I reach the conclusion that it originated in a different style, ie. that

it came originally from the Japanized Chinese poetry and prose.





