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On the Citations in Ruijumyégisho of ‘wakun’
reading from Wamyéruijusho

Hideto YAMAMOTO

Ruijumydgishé is a Chinese-Japanese dictionary edited in the ‘Insei’ and
‘Kamakura’ eras. The original version of the dictionary is ‘Gensenbon’ and it
offers a lot of instances of ‘wakun’ reading (the Japanese way of reading of
Chinese characters) including what have been cited from Wamyéruijusho. The
last mentioned is an older Chinese-Japanese dictionary edited in the middle
‘Heian’ era and it provides many examples of ‘wakun’ reading. An enlarged
version of Ruijumyogishé is called ‘Kaihenbon’ and it contains many instances
of ‘wakun’ reading as well.

As to the editions of ‘Kaijhenbon’ we have four versions, and one of these
is ‘Kanchiinbon’ and this version contains some more instances of ‘wakun’
reading which were added after the completion of ‘Kaihenbon’. In ‘Kanchiin-
bon’ we find also some examples of ‘wakun’ reading which are supposed to be
cited directly from Wamyéruijushé.

Therefore it is possible to divide the whole instances of ‘wakun’ reading
in this version into four groups: The first group were strictly cited from ‘Gen-
senbon’ while editing ‘Kaihenbon’, which had originally been taken from
Wamyéruijusho. The second group are those which, while editing ‘Kaihen-
bon’, were taken from the explanations in ‘Gensenbon’, ‘though the explana-
tions in Chinese characters were modified into ‘wakun’ reading. The third
group were taken directly from Wamydruijushé while editing ‘Kaihenbon’,

The last group were also directly taken from Wamydruijusho, and added in
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this version after the completion of ‘Kaihenbon’. In this article I analyse and
trace the instances of ‘wakun’ reading which appear in ‘Gensenbon’ and ‘Kan-
chiinbon’ as a representative of ‘Kaihenbon’, and I get to the above men-

tioned conclusion.





