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10)

By “Kunten-shiryé (punctuation materials)” are meant any Chinese
writings with kana (the Japanese syllabary) and other' symbols glossed
between, the lines so as to facilitate reading Chinese characters as re-
ndered.into Japanese. The materials of this kind since the ninth century
are abundantly extant in ancient temples. Their language is strongly
traditional, but the medieval- kunten-shiryé written:from the twelfth
through the fifteenth centuries reflect new phonemes, vocabulary, and di-
ction: during this period.” Consequently; they provide us with materials for
the study of medieval Japanese. The present study proposés to elucidate
the actual conditions and characteristics of medieval Japanese, with special

reference to the ‘kunten-shiry6 in eleven different texts of Ku-wén-hsiao-ching

(3 EE).

On the Usage of ‘Chinese Characters in Kasen-Oraz N

in cornpanson wrth that of Kozan _]tbon-Ko Ofal—- ’

Kita TAKASHI

Comparmg the usage of Chmese characters in’ Karen-Oraz, the Ja-
panlzed Chinese wrltten in the twelfth century. ‘with that of Kozanjzban-

Ko- Oraz composed m a.lmost the same perlod T caught the followmg

cre

FAET PR R S SRR

results :
1) It is a general prmcrp]e that we 1nscr1be one ]apanese word
by the characters of the stereotyped kmd

f

2) Even when we mscrlbe one ]apa.nese word by more than two

kmds of Chmese characters, both the klnd and inscription are

i statlonary





