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" A Postscript to the History of a Repeating Sign- -
Yoshinori KOBAY;\'S"HI

It 1s already known that the sxgn - ( , shndmg for ‘the rcpetltlon
of a certain ]apanese alphabet (kana) is derxved from the Chmese "%/{'
éﬂi/{". The _present study has reve'zled a couple of addltlonal f'tcts:
'1bout the development of the 51gn : ’

First, the startmg pomt ‘of the sxgn “{” was 1mmednte1y at the'
right of the first kana, durmg the Heian perlod After the Kamakur‘
perlod it gradually shifted downward and became what it is n0\vad'1ys
in the Muromach1 perlod This change took place in parallel thh that
of the times. j

Secondly, the tra.nsmon of the startmor-pomt is attrlbuted to the>

economy of la.bour on the part of a wnter
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