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SUMMARY

The purpose of this study was to investigate how
children acquire novel adjectives. A previous study by
Klibanoft & Waxman revealed that when 3 year-olds were
presented with an object together with a novel adjective, they
could extend the adjective to objects belonging to the same
basic level category. But they could not extend the adjective
to objects belonging to different basic level categories. This
study attempted to determine 1f reference to adjective
attributes might aid children 1n extending novel adjectives to
objects belonging to different basic level categories.

Subjects were 58 preschoolers (29 boys and 29 girls)
with an average age of 4 years and 3 months. They were
divided into 6 groups. Group 1 was given the attribute along
with a pseudo adjective, i.e. “This is a blickish colored book,”
and asked to identify an object within the same basic level
category, i.e. ~Give me another blickish colored book.”
Group 2 was also given the attribute with a pseudo adjective

and asked to extend it across the basic level category, i.e.

“This is a blickish colored book--- Give me a blickish colored
SCISSORS.” Group 3 was given the pseudo adjective
without the attribute and asked to extend the adjective within
the same basic level category. Group 4 was given the pseudo
adjective without the attribute and asked to extend the
adjective across the basic level category. Group 5 was a
control group, given neither a pseudo adjective nor an
attribute, and children were asked to identify objects within
the basic level category; group 6 was also a control group in
which children were asked to identify objects across the basic
level category.

The results revealed that subjects (groups 1 and 2) who
were given the attribute tended to correctly extend the
adjective; whereas subjects (groups 3 and 4) who were not
given the attribute were less likely to do so. This suggests
that referénce to attributes aids children in acquiring

adjectives and extending them correctly.



