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When did the preradical -n- begin to be used in Sumerian economic tablets?

Abstract:

The aim of this short paper is to make clear when Sumerian preradical infix -n-
began to be used in economic tablets. To achieve this, I collected some 3,000 instances
of a verb su~ti, and classified them in chronological criteria. This investigation may
not be exhaustive in that it dealt with only a single verb, but may be sufficient to
obtain an approximate picture of the actual use of -n-. The following two points are
the main findings:

1) The preradical -n- began to be used during the reigns of Amarsuen and éusuen.
2) This could be another instance of the linguistic "changes” that might have

taken place in Amarsuen’s reign.
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Yo XA—)VEEDEHIZ. BiERICEER., BhE. BEREMERE NS I EITLY
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WTHFSNTIZR . Z OREBEIBERIC DL TS RICERIIE Y,
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AEzold, TRTOHFFACOVWTHAERITZ D OBNBRENLZOREZHN, YVE=FHH
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COETIR, AR TA2PHENRICT 20025, LHLZORNIC, ThETIZY
DEIRZEDRDLNROTVREIPIDOVTHRRIEABLVIES S,

FTHONR I LR, COBRBIVHEFAHCEIS{ELALVEVLS 2L THE, #
RN 2 Y, ERESUCAIRI»EbON 2 ORBRED ZOMMOXB TR ELBHbhinI L
HoTwnwd,

WIS Z Lk, BREPZD TR oTA > « SNV HICR S &, HBRENIER
WKELSRZEVIZLTHS, bBHA. B L > TR, ZOEENE -7 {BHbhik
WIEELDH LD, IZEALINBIGEWEETIOEREZEIEHGH S, ¥

INOMSIR-ENTEI R, YVEZTHHOH 2L S, HECHDbIED S
k51T BEnSZEThHD,

Flo. COBEZOHBFOFFXFIVIRAY—BRLTWE LI THS, LWIDIE.
FIziEETHUNT: &k S, FREGCE., PYIHEFRCLBLA B HZDTH 5,
il YVEZEHHOEMOEEEICR IOBERRIFEHT 2, LrL, RACYVES
FHETH>TH, BREEDPERINTOR{TEREXEOHTIL, SMvEEXHRL
FHEZRHbhzwn, 9

ZIT, COBRRDODHAVLNED ZHHEZHO LI T H0ITE, BV YAF—T LI,
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D& BABERHFL TRIFFECHE RO T, KETRIRO LI IH/RERD ZLiZT 5,
Thbb, VIRS—E L TIRITBRBEXEXRD EF 5, £/, MY LT3R Ab-n-%
R L HES L EBE» S, Su~ti (RIIB) KBELR, ©
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Sy P e AL« 7T e IHY 2D 4EA» S HELRITEREXE2NR L
T3, BBIEA—RICED, FHBOERINCHE LI, HALLT A M, RXERE
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1) n-9H 35 E D DEFEOTEL H D,
2) Wi, FZOPLHLTHEWVLDH D,
3) EFEPEET, BFAICEEGERED €S/ D0 b D,

1) *2) 2B DIRSRTHS S, 3) X2V Tid, MEDE I 5, -e5/6SDIFEH-n-
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2%, ZHIZDWTIR, BbT 5,
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Rz, ZZTHE

SRR ERTRLE D,

A% NI ZEAWA 7 4 FHY a
ValF 2/74( 2.7%) | 4/192( 2.1%) | 5/282( 1.8%) | 3/362( 0.8%)
TRAY Y| 4/108( 3.7%) | 12/284( 4.2%) | 16/117(13.7%) | 0/124( 0.0%)
Vavy 9/245( 3.7%) | 32/138(23.2%) | 12/67(17.9%) 3/44( 6.8%)
A E¥> [10/182( 5.5%) | 13/46(28.3%) 0/16( 0.0%) 0/27( 0.0%)

KORTTTH B0, HEBEDOLIRT, ZOIEIEMZHAL T3, YT ETOL
T, ELoBTC > T, Ers5ETLTWL ZEizi %, _

BiE iz, RHR DA R Su~ti OB b REEIROEL. FHROE[MZ D S B-n-2ff-
TR TH 5, BEMAOKF, £ I TORERCBIT 2 -n-OHBERTH %19,

=

T~

5 &

SEOFETHS Ik o7 2 L 2T TH,
%3, preradical -n-DHIEE TH 353, SEOFHYHBFR I3,
5. 4% (2308%Id1 254
TH D, HHEHOHBSHEEXROMEY

Yan¥F 1. 5% (91 0fF1 44)
VA 5. 1% (6 3 3%Id13 24
vayy 11, 3% (494845 64)
fEYY 8. 5% (27 1442 34

INpSHEHRI LT, YarFORMEBRELIEIVFEDLATHRVLEWVRS Z LT
HBW, Ty DRHMUCIREICHLONIAD, ¥ 2y v ORRICRRINT 2 2 L &
b,

Rz, HURF O BHRFEIZROMEY

=y S 4, 1% (6 0 9% 2 540
NRZEAA 9. 2% (66 0%l 6 14
74 : 6. 8% (48 24t 3 34
SHY a 1. 1% (55 7%t 6#)
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0% B LR T2, ZOMOMBTIZ 1 ~2%EX o0, 4 BHEIRITRB1Z2T72
BOETHb, ZORY, 7V7, IV 2 TRERCHEREESERT 20, =y 77—
Tk, FRASEEREA R LRV, 1~2%DERCT &y, ThTIAHEOHE
FZrs, BEREALTWL LIZE 2RV,
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bhd, L, ThOAFAESOBRT, vayvy, A0y v ORRICB L TIRHERZ
ZEREWIZL W, '

XC.HBIBOFRFED £ 23 TH UMNI S, EHEER-es/és 3D WL I ARIX. n-
BEbLRTHWTH, EORRMEZ Twv, 2, ETRAL LD IT, -es/és 2RHE
THRON TV RAEESH 255 TH S, LrL,. SEELNIARERTAHD L. -es/és
BEDLITWL 2 ARCAHT n-BELI TV B b TiRR Y, -es/88 DD iz 4495
D36, IFEbIZ T E R (HIEE30.6%) 2, FFcEEZ I L, BROTH-
A EYYOBEHIZBELT Y, Y OBOARIC, n-ZfEbkv-es/és OFI (Suba-ti
-e5/88) BRONB LWV Z L THb, 2D ik, -n—~-e5/éS % confix L LTI Z 3
IRy, BRNTLIVNENRDZIEEZTRBLTWE ECEDLNRS,

6 TN aA—IEEIZOWT

HETEL & 5 W ATBREXEIZB T 5 preradical n-OFHRR. 73 AVy vh by a
VOB H T TRBIHAERCE > T I T EBHESPIIR o1, AETRE,
ZDZEIZOWT—280 w2 k2B B, _

Yoshikawa (1991) k. BIE#E8EEE D mu-25, preradical -n-& 3L W I L 215
LTWw3, £ ZAMBEURX T, 2O mu-287 vy Y ORFAD» 5B R-n- L HE LD D
EWI T EHIEHLTWLAY, 2R ETn- L HET 3 2 & D d o I EEEE mu-23, i
LBl REBD B LVWIDTHE, ZOZ L, FETHL MR >RBREFTLT
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wik3IcEbhs, Tihbb, WTFhy [Ty V] KiREH2EOSHENL

(21l 0o Thb,

IHPAIZH, TRV UBERIZBWT, Ya A —LVEOTLETRBT 5 L RBRE
fER L eWfgEss v O »d %, Kang (1972) R HEE (1973) FOEMT 2 ERDOLEL %
NIZEDTIVEE I, MO RUVALREDITEREFXECOWT, [ZHL]JEwd
FH zi-ga 3. TN Y Y OEMDS ba-zi A LU Z ERFER L, 72, 5 (1990)
(1992) X, #HFN=w F—LEFUALRBWT, 7oLy ryORHs, Bite#E
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B[ aX—NEBORAIOME LTIRZTIVLEEDNEY, Z0LIRZTINVY D
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7 % R

AETHOPIZ R I LEFLHTHE I,
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4) ThoDmb, n-DHFHEORECHEHD I DDOF SN ERZ2THA,
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7) ABIEA—-FRF - R—2124 7y L, LT,

8) Yoshikawa (1991:p.392) iZiX ...in this instance the infix -n- occurs with the suffix
-e§, functioning as a kind of the confix.” & DERBH 2, 2L TDH/X TR, 7a
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SHva 1 17% ( 664 141)
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