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The Strategies for University-Community Partnership in the United States

Gengo Koike, Yasutaka Sasaki and Kaori Amano

Abstract. The purpose of this paper is to consider the strategies for university-community
partnership through analyzing the measures for the urban revitalization in the United States.
The results of this study are as follows. (1) There is a deep-rooted problem of power
imbalance between university and community. (2) For the purpose of conquering power
imbalance, university and community must become equal partners sharing the process of
decision-making about community development. (3) From the viewpoint of community
service, it is essential for the university not to offer the very results of researches (universal
knowledges), but to endeavor to transform them into community -oriented knowledges. (4)
The faculty should devote the role of facilitators and resource persons, with a community
rather than the experts who exist in exterior of a community. (5) The practice of Com-
munity Partnership Center in the University of Tennessee shows that the residents are
able to empower themselves through the learning and activities towards urban revitalization.

Key words: university-community partnership, power imbalance, urban revitalization,
university extension
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How wi1 we wark together?
Build a team.

‘What do we
need to learn

and why?

What are
our goals?
Listen to the
community.

What next?
Reflect, plan, act.

Identify indicators

Phases

R for
‘\ Learning
e\ TEQMS

Apply the Learning Cycle
to oursglves and
our work.

How do we make
changes with what
we've leamed?
Develop a strategy.
Take action.

What are we

learning and what
does it mean?

Analyze and assess.

B:Z—=7 %17

Choose priorities for
monitoring and measuring.

of success. \

How will we find out about
what we need to leam?
Develop ways to collect
information.
Refine our methods
through field tests.

Wha will do what and when?
Create a plan.
Collect informatign.
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