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A Study on the Progressive Factors of the Willson's Readers and the Historical Status
in 19th Century America
— Focusing on the comparative study between the Willson’s First Reader and
the McGuffey’s First Reader —

Kikuko Nishimoto

Abstract. The purpose of this paper is to clarify the historical progressive factors and the
status of the Willson's Readers in 19th century America. It is based on the comparative
consideration concerning the construction and content of the lesson materials of the famouse
McGuffey’s First Reader published in 19th century America. In 19th century America,
gradually the Pestalozzian theory had been prevailing especially for elementary school
education due to the stoic way of teaching reading or recitation. The author believed this
new pesralozzian education was the new educational style and new framework of education
for Japan at the begining of Meiji Era. Undoubtedly, the Willson's readers had been based
on this principle. The author thinks this is the reason because the readers were selected as
models of SHOUGAKUTOKUHON compiled by Yoshikado Tanaka and published by
Monbusho in 1873-74. The results of this research are as follows; (1) The character of the
material is based on the developmental stage of language (letters) acquisition of schoolchild
which is admitted one by one. (2) The lesson sentences are interrogative and thinking and
answers are based on observation of illustrations. (3) The genre and range of materials are
more the reflected extensions of the child’s life experiesce.
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! LESSON 1,
John must not tear the book.
He may see how fast he can
learn.
John  and there learn
LESSON 1. Ann  has here  nice
The New Book. Jane must keep clean
Is it a new book’? 5
Is it a nice new book’? Here is John.
May T read the book’? he A d Jane.
You may take the book, and read it, There are Ann an
and then you may tell me what is in it. Ann has a new book.
Take good care of the book. Do not It is the first book
soil it, nor tear it. o
new  nice read take  soil Ann, must keep it micel and
book may then  good tear clean.
(p11) (pp.1-2)

Y—45—] 15K 458

LESSON X1I.
Do you see Jane’?
She has a bird, and

she has put it in a cage",

Do you see her feed the

bird’? Is the bird

tame’, or wild'?
The bird is tame’ now";
® but once it was wild'

The bird is a jay.'

LESSON XIII.

Can a bird sing’?
Yes'; it can sing'. Do
you like to hear it
sing’? Yes'; do not
# you like to hear it'?

I like to hear it
sing’, and I like to see

it, too'.

Did the bird hop’, or did it fly'? It
flew up to the top of the tree, and now it
sits on a litb of the tree'.

Can the bird see me now’?

It can see you, and it can hear you,

Is that the bird that Jane lost’ ?

Yes'; it is the same bird".

Is it glad to get out of the cage’?

Will it come back,” or will it fly off*?

LESSON XLV,
The Nest of Young Birds.

Winter is now gone and the
warm season is come. See!
What does that boy have in
his hand? It is a nest of
young birds.

I wonder what he is going
to do with them. I hope he
will not kill them. Poor little
birds! What a wicked boy, to
take them from their parents!

I dare say he will be careful
of them, and put them into a

cage and feed them, but he
can not take as good care of
them, nor feed them as well
as the old birds.

Besides, it seems so cruel
to shut them up in a cage,
and not let them fly about in
the air as other birds do!

Now he has put the nest on
the ground, and has gone to
his work and left them. The
old birds can now come and
feed them. Oh! T am so hap-
py. I wish they could carry
them back, but they can not.

about
happy

would careful

young can not

warm

reason

going
parents

carry
little

(p.18)
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