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Drama for Communication Learning
— An analysis of the drama teaching material —

Naotaka Taniguchi

Abstract. The decline in communication ability has become serious social issues in the
modern society where the diversification of individuality and sense of values is pointed out.
In such a social context, learning to improve communication ability came to be claimed in
the national language education. The communication learning in the national language
education is done through various activities centering on “speaking and hearing”. Now in
this communication learning, a new material of drama has become in the spotlight. The
drama including the communication learning has been established as a subject or an
education method in foreign countries. Though the elements of drama can be seen in
education in Japan, it is difficult to say that drama has been established as a subject and an
education method. This thesis considers the possibility of the drama as the communication
learning and the cause of current situation that the communication learning has not settled
in the education in Japan, especially in the subject education through the analysis of the
drama teaching material in the textbook now in use. It also proposes a point of view from
the frame of learning to improve communication ability to the drama.
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