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Study on Development of Children’s “social conventional” Concept
— Focus on “contextualizm” —

Atsuko Morikawa

Abstract. The purpose of this paper is to clarify the subjects in the moral education for
considering the old research on “social conventional” concept, and raising a child’s normative
consciousness. In earlier researches of the morality nature, “social conventional” concept
was made into the concept belonging to the same domain as a “moral” concept. However,
recently, it was shown clearly by “domain-specific theory” of Turiel that the children had
distinguished them from a juvenile term with the domain concept from which quality differs
in “social conventional” concept and “moral” concept. The following point became clear by
this research based on the theory of Turiel. 1) Development of the “social conventional”
concept is related to the fall of a Japanese child’s normative consciousness. 2) Instruction
according to age levels is required for improvement of normative consciousness.
3) Instruction based on “contextualizm” is required for improvement of normative
consciousness. However, the following things were shown as subjects by this research.
1) It is specification of the basis which determines the factor of the “contextualism” judgment
over “social convention”. And it is creating the developmental stage of a Japanese child’s
original “social conventional” concept. 2) It is developing the method of moral education
based on the developmental stage of Japanese child’s “social conventional” concept.
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