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The prospective study of the post-graduate education
for the first-year-NICU nurses,
regarding to the medical malpractice prevention
— The comparison between self- and alter-
assessmentof fundamental knowledge —

Nobue Fujimori, Misako Sakai, Mieko Uchida

Nagano Children's Hospital
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Purpose: To demonstrate the tendency of knowledge acquisition for first-year nurses to practice
clinical nursing by observing them for 1 year.

Subjects and Methods: Five first-year nurses assigned to the neonatal ward in 2002 were interviewed
at the beginning of the year and 4, 8 and 12 months after in order to assess the process of the acquisition
of knowledge. We developed The Questionnaire called "Fifty-two Items of Important knowledge for
Malpractice Precaution". It was used for data collection.

Results: (1) The number of items judged "known" to each 5 nurses had significantly increased at 12
months, compared with the number at the beginning. Out of the 52 items, the proportion judged "known"
to all 5 nurses also rose from 23% at the beginning to 69% at 12 months. (2)The items judged "known" to
all 5 nurses by themselves were objectively confirmed by the interviewer. The proportion of confirmed
items in all "known" items were 71%, 88%, 72%, and 86%, at the 4, 8 and 12 month. (3) Minimal essential
items of knowledge at 4, 8 and 12 months were respectively selected out of the 52 items. Those items, the
proportion judged "known" to all 5 nurses resulted in 66, 68% and 78%, at 4, 8 and 12 months, respectively.
The proportion of confirmed by the in interviewer at 12 months resulted in 84%.

Conclusion: The results indicate that is a discrepancy but were what first-year nurses say they
know and what they actually know. Therefore it is important for senior nurses, who are responsible for
training of first-year nurses, to be aware of it. And it is incumbent on senior nurses to ascertain the level of

knowledge of their junior nurses to prevent malpractice
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