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Abstract

The aim of this study is to examine the appropriate developmental care when caregivers

using nipples in the relationships with preterm infants through qualitative analysis of observa-

tion records for sucking, facial expression and behavior of 5 preterm infant cases.

We herein report the results as follows.

1. After the touch care was performed, signal expression of “stress” was observed. “Dis-

comfort” response was found less than 10% in all 5 cases.

2. ”Smiling” was first observed when the case 5 was 10 days old.

peared within 1 month after the birth.

In all 5 cases, it first ap-

3. “Gaze” appeared after the subjects became 15-days old and at that time, 3 cases already

started sucking with nipples. The case 4 was an extreme preterm infant and presented

slightly delayed “gaze” of 41st days.

4. In all of 5 cases, “gaze” was observed 5-21 days after "smiling” appeared.

5. “Sucking” was observed in case 1 when the subject was 3 days old, and it was observed al-

ways before

“smiling” or "gaze” appeared in all coses. The shortest gestational age was

found in case 4, which was at 28 weeks and 4 days.

6. “Sucking” started a few days after the biginning of tube feeding, when initial neonatal

weight loss, which lasted for a while, leveled off and moved toward the turning point for

weight gain,
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