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Determinant of preference for the face of the premature infant
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Abstract

The determinant of preference of premature infant faces was examined. Faces of nine
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infants (three premature infants and six mature infants) were photographed as stimuli. Forty-
five students rated their faces on 22 scales concerning physical appearance, 22 scales

concerning personality, and one scale of likeliness.

A five-factor solution in physical

appearance and a three-factor solution in personality were obtained via factor analysis. Eight
factor scores and likeliness scores were compared between premature and mature infants. As
a result of ratings, premature infants had significantly a lower nose and were significantly less
intellectual, less intimate, and less active than mature infants. Multiple regression analysis
revealed that likeliness was mainly determined by three factors: intellect, form, and intimate.
It suggested that when an infant face had an impression of more intellectual, round, and

intimate, it would be preferred.
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