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The Characteristics of Excellent International Students in Japan

Akira Ninomiya and Tomoko Shimomura

The policy of accepting international students in Japanese universities has been
implemented since the 1980’s. However, despite this length of time and that the numerical
goal to accept 100,000 international students was nearly achieved in 2002, issues related to the
quality of students remain largely unexamined. Sound and effective policy would attract
higher caliber students, and accepting them would bring benefit to Japanese universities in the
forms of higher quality research and enhanced international competitiveness. This paper
examines the characteristics of excellent international students studying at Japanese
universities. In so doing, the characteristics of excellent students and how such students can
be attracted to Japanese universities is considered, an endeavor which may serve to guide the
examination and improvement of current policy.

Two different questionnaire surveys, one for university professors experienced in advising
international students and another for international students, were conducted by the Task
Force on Strategic Policies for International Students to critically examine the suitability of
current policies in attracting and accepting excellent scholars from abroad. Based on these
surveys, characteristics of excellent international students are examined from three different
perspectives: the country where students are from, availability of scholarships, and the
character and nature of students.

Survey results led to three main findings. First, students form Germany, the United
States, and India are considered to be excellent international students. Second, there are no
significant differences on availability of scholarship among nations; in other words, students
receiving scholarships from the Ministry of Education, Culture, Science, Sport and Technology
are not always considered to be excellent students. Third, characteristics of excellent students
include high motivation, strong sense of purpose, strong interest in Japan, and a willingness to
accept advice from advisors.

Key words: Policy for accepting international students, excellence

¥—7—F DHPEBCR, EFN

(T ®IC hB,

KO BIE, bBEIBT 3 KRERNSEAGEE
O TEHM] TowT, FOBBL BEANZEE - 6
HEZOWTHS»ZL, bBEOABRAFESE UT,
W2ELT3) BUALKRCN T 273BE2ELIL

HEFI584E 8 A MR~ DFZEBRICEE T 342
=] RUEBRAS9E 6 A 21~ FEEBUROR
BizonT| kB 2REE S 2T [BFERD
AN AEHE | RESRLR, bEICB T 2 EFEER
BERO—BE]ED, FHRI4FICIZI5,550A L D




=7 & TN FF

BB L bR T I L BERE L BT

(CEE14%E5 B 1 BEAF), 20X 32, I0AAEWS
ZUANBEMIZIZER I NIBE, LORELYE
ZEZIFANBERIZOWTKRETL, BT % Z kg,
BN AM2HRAPSVEDTBIERWRERT S I
EBEZOND, £/, FHhIZLD, EBEHSINT S
HERERRP>EEREREOEEL, VW TRHEEK
DEBHFHSIE2ED S I LN RS LEZ N D,

FRIE, FRI3~1SEERIEHEREMEIS (RRl
FEEE() W% [HEERROBIEK AR ICET 2
R KBUL2FEO—BE LU TKRERB LHELES
NRIZITo 72, ZOOFABOHRICE I bDTH 5,
INSGZOREDHELY, F¥ED [EHFME] o
WwT, HEHE, BE2&EOERE, W¥EORS - &4,
EVIEDDBEALOERT S, B TH, BE=KH
DBEZEDRES » BEIZOWTIX, E_HHOHET
HEEFEERNRE LEABCBVLTHL L Ko
HEEHBOHCTHA: b &b TR T2 2T
%,

8, BE—EHEHOKR¥FHB XL TT-> HAER,
BEERYZELZAEANVEOT 2 HOEEB L UK
VAV T OB AR EHASHIZT B LI EHND D
&, REBRVAVOFEERIRE L RBRE2ROHA
OBRRENELLBDTH S, AEPEITTRI4EL
HI0A»5RE2H8HTHY, I TREBRELN
NOFZEEREELUBREROENOE - £5712K
FVDOHE (HBDA) 5,874 2RI, BFELY
BELREDL I BREREKRT L0, BEREE
ERVEDT B0 ICEDORBRRREDZ T ANES
BEIHBERED, LI ZHIROWTIEXERA
BB, BRIMORKEHIEIZL,299TH Y,
EUNERIZ21.7% TH > T2,

¥z, BEHOFEERNRE L TTo 1 HBER,
BELREEERHEANVEDIT IO OESB L KE
VARVT OB AR EES T 210, SEAY
FEOHEAFFE IR T2 =—X kBl LIKTE IR
HRELTEBLI:DDTH S, HEROKERICHRE
LTWBEZEET0IA? 23R E LT, FRUEL
B7H»5REI1ZA31IH ORI EM Uiz, HRAEIX
ix, 2,199THD, EUNERIZ28.8%TH o7z,

1. [1BF] SBFEOHHEL
RFEITEAT SRR

(1) [B@FE] cEh2EFENHSE
HERETHIHBENRE LIFAEIIBNWT,
BIEED3%IR, HORAFEDEBREREET 28

EBThHD, BERNCHEZEEERZIANTEHAR,
URBRTHoT, A, 22% [Fo7<K] HBHnid

NZLAE| BEEREBELLRRLLY, [HFD]
HWE MNEo7< ] BEMZRZIANZ xR
WEBPURBTH -7, TD &) BEREROEED,
CNETHEELTCELEFEDORDPT [RLEFLHE
¥4 | LEbh3¥4E—FIconT, 2OREOHS
EizowT&ERl,

BEETHIL, 29508808 T 2EIE, BL%
6 EC EoTwiz, L, 3I%DOHEE X [HhE
BEF, ROCUBOHEEY [BE], [#14] &[4
YRARYT] BBIFTCNE, GECRED» S OE¥E
PHESHIZ BV EVLSBEL S Lk, %
LOHENFECEEOHAZENEF TH S LEZL
TWw3Z o, BBLEL, BELEEENETY
2EVZBRES, BEETHOBHILTELEDRE
BEEDHEBEEZEIIE R THBE LB NS,

Lil, BRCEELTWREEDSED, HEHN
HETIBECKREIBEL, BRLDHEEVHH
BEZLDBEEPOIEOEFEERRER, SHET
3 [ BRLBERHEEE| ELTGEATWEEDWVWZ D,
22T, REOEFREZHEEL, BV (&
1), BFEXLE, 2¥8FELChHD 2 HEHAZERD
HERCEFLHEZE L U GRALREEROLER2E -
12bDTH%, BEXP1UTOHRESRESFTHS L
NALESHEEDOEK L Y HEL, 1ULEOEBEER
BETHLEENIHENFENI LERLTVS,

ZD &>, RERECET 2EFRICOVTE,
BLEFLEFEESLVEINT DR AV THD,
BHFEIT4.08LIKEAHETHSE, B22METAVAHT
2.89, BE3ALIFA > F1.98 o7z, T, KERE
LERETER, FOFHATHLED DBUNRHZI LD
HEEICETS WX S,

2 [BF] L& h2BRENREEOBERIRR

XEBIFEEARES OZEREZ, [BFE] OFM
DOHEIERD I 2bDRDTHAI D TDHEITDWN
THRET 270, (DeHEK, BERINETEELT
ERFZEORLT [RLVEFLEEE] tBbh3
ZE—ZIZOVT, TORENEBRIAEED,, Thi
Y RBEHEEPICOWTERT,

ZFORER, EEE1,080805 b, EBEFEHS6.5
% (6104), FLEEEED43.5% (470%) Th-otz,
ETEBEFEDIEZINELobDD, FHIFEKX
EREBRZVWOOEFEZOND, DF D, [BBEE
ERLOEBEFTHD] LI EZFHIF, BHALERWE
W3z 5,




R¥BEEFED [EFHE] By 2%

R1. ERCH-2BRE, XFRE, FRENERFEEFRG

K2HRE (7=25,146 B)

B4 (n=34.885 &)

£W|BE (#n=60,031 &)

D8 EaEehT 28
S Dtk eEy $4
FER

£ B hE BFF thE B3
N 20 002 95 167  0.00 32 000 3.
FAYH 33 003 221 923 003 0.9 0.02 1.
AR 15 001 147 50 0.00 8.0 000 3.
ov7 16 001 178 140 0.0 3.0 001 2.
IS5V A 10 001 11t 103 0.00 26 000 2.
T3V 18 001 211 149 0.00 3.2 001 2
15> 10 001 133 42 0.0 6.3 000 2
A 61 005 826 394 0.0t 4.1 002 2
TJ4IEY 18 001 278 135 0.00 35 0.01 2
AYSUh 12 001 197 122 0.00 2.6 001 1.
=)L 10 001 167 © 108 0.00 24 0.00 1.
ARRST 40 003 872 355  0.01 3.0 002 1.
IL—7 15 001 320 1132 003 03 002 0.
BE 184 0.14 4785 12773 037 03 029 0.
hE 403 0.31 11692 20922 060 05 072 0.
a% 34 003 1164 2227 0.06 0.4 007 O
NTS5Toa 18 001 649 91  0.00 53 0.01 1.

Hl o 2EEHEIXL, 2998 TH B,

2 I ROVESLEFEIEMKCI NI THEL P TRVEFLEFZLEOHBEEBRILOTH S,
W3 RERAR, KERAK, FEERR, FRIFES A 1 HOXIBFEEKIH TH 2,
4 ROEFREFEEL LTET SN ABD 0BT OE BRI L 72,

2. [1®%] nBRENREH - BE

(1) #EH B LEZZBRLENEED - BEOEH
HED [RHEF] LHWLI-FEZECE, E0X
SRENPEED B VIIEENE OB L > THE
FERbDELTHMEINRTWBEDNRS S, HEEXN
K LUERMEKTIR, 20EBY2E, 251DV
T, BENI—BOFEERZODWTHEEE2RD 2,
BYZLOHEBBRTHLEEELZD DI
[BVEK] B80%) T, RWT [HWEBDHE ]
(76%), TEEBEBOHEEZRECZITANS] L
SEEMTH oI (68%)0 ZDZDDEMESNE bIFEL
THHNEZHDTHY, HEOEBEHE»HFEDE
FERHIEETHDLEVL D, RIZ, HEBED
HEDHE T2 b HBAD Tz Btki, [HENOEKE
B (59%), TRIES] (53%), [HAFERES] (50
%), [EEERES] (49%) B ¥ ThoTze %72, ZD
fED¥EE LT, [BAOEN :REORELETD
322 k] (44%), [RHE»SavZ 27 b 8hHoT2Z
Xl (44%) REeBbHTFoh3s,
FEPSBERVICINIBENEZDL [RLEF
RERE| RIEDESIBDDIES D, EE T
RENSHONIDR, BEROEE»E»] [RET
DRENMELL ] [HFEREST] [BER] [ENEROEE]
[HARAOBEKEKE.L | [HEUANDOHFRBROEHE]

[TEEBEB OIS CNT2BE] Thd, 2D B,
[HEROHEELED] DOV TIE, —RThiE ME
EROHEBE TRV $362.5%, [HERDOHETH 2]
$12.3%TH Y, EECHEROERIC L > TEFE
LTERRECERRELSLST VI XA Z
3, LL, BERDHEEIC L > TL 22EDHENH
L2 NS OFEDHENEEE 2 X, ZORBRBIE
BRbDOTHBERSVEEVWEEDRS, 15T, &
NSO 6 HEOER» ST T, RO X 52
HEBBENI S EN D,

BELCEZEOZ IBETCHEFSEETHY
(64.8%), BEHRHEL (80.1%), HHEHHSHE\ T
& (77.5%), BE~OBEKBELRHL (58.5%), %
LTHEEH B DS 2 FREXZIANL LB TH DL Z
& (67.7%) WL L THETOSNE, So1, KFE
ez oWTE, [Ev] (49.3%) 505 ] (28.4%)
PAb¥BE17.7%THY, [Bn] BFEETDLTH
7.2% &> Tw3, [HEFEE]] T 2E5015.4
%M [MEV] HEETHo I EWIRR LKL TAH
TH, BELEPE L IIRERNILHIBERI W
LN T EBBPB,

DL RERPS X, HEOHWT 2 [BFMK)
Wik, BENE D bEERPBELRERERLZ>TW
BZENHELHLTH B,




—_

- TH BT

R |

Mt §

BA~DRK |
ETOLE:

ETER:
pames |
savomen |
mEN g
mt:
==
BEMEED [

0 10 20

30 40 50 60

H1. E2EEHA [EW] 7203 [E0] CHMFY 28D - BEOEIS (%)

2) BRAEBBEORSHHRIEED - BEORH

BIEAE TR, BEEERNREL, 21HAY D
WCHTDHEi 2RO, M1k, ZhZhiconT
(B £720% (] tEEL-EZ2EQEETH
3, MEETHLEEED, HEAOHM T2 [EF%]
BEZETHBLEREIRVHDD, BE, HEOKX
FETRITANTOIHZEDRNICEE 2HET 572
DIFEHATHL LEDIZ, FOEMIIOWTHRIT
LR RREL TS T3,

ZOBRORKR, BETERDEICE L EHETL
HEEREFNEFNS51Y%, 3T%THY, i, EEH,
B, BHEME, FFLI 2V TR ERBI0BU LS
DEEWFHETH o7 LL—HT, EESH, #H
WEE, MWEEST, A&, BhEt, V—5—v v,
HAEZBREICOWTOHDSFHHZED L 2o Tnw3,
Bz, HIEESIORICE Y E HCFMECE 2 EAR
bTF»17% (BBFEFEETHI8%), BEFIRHEO¥T
BEHBALTETWBLETAHFEED 24U EH 20,
BE PR B 2 VITHHRICE 2 2 BER T
2r95¥EELZTNETR, 15%, 17%, 18% %<
B, HENHZ2WIFHERFERIOBVWHEZE L ZR
Zh18%, 13% L%z, V=S —v v 7RBhHsb L
BIzB-oTwaBEEH13%. bBEDY —F 1 7
REREROTERFEBCERE T 2E¥EDT -5 TH
eThiE, EbOTESEHELEORFERITE T

BREWIRETHSI,

ZDkSiz, B¥EBFORSN - BEEWET 21
BWTH, HECHTI2H/EOREREERR, L
D HEBECEE N L TRVWHinE ShTw b,

(3) HEBOMREBETHELEALNIBRENEED -

=yl

INET, [BF] tEbh2EELEDEIYEER
OWT, IBEREBRPET2HE L HEEDO M
DOBESLICL TERL, T, BEOMEDOREEL
WOBE» S RIHZEDRAIPERB IR ED LS %
BHEBHONZ725 50, BEENT 2E—ERE
BWTC, [EEBTELIL] [BEAEBTCESLZ L]
FOI6HBEY DRES - BH - BE 2B, WrrEE
TOHEREES bO2TORERBZEIEL 12, £2 13,
ZOFMRELTCENTROEE R DWTERS AL
RKO—EBTH 2,
BREEOE» DD EIFCET S & [ERBDH
52 k] (87.1%) THIHRE BN TWE Z &] (8.1
%) [RIE&EMEEHZ 2 L] (73.0%) [HEBIZHMET 2
Z k] (70.8%) PEERERHZ L] (69.0%) [#E
ThHdI k] (64.5%) [EFEHNTEBZ ] (60.5%)
[FHFIICEATWS Z k] (54.3%) [HfEE1DH 2
k] (50.3%) THY, Zho¥EHULOHF
BEINTOVS, P T [ERBHEI L] DT,




REBEFED [EFME] By 255

K2, MREBET 2 LBbNDEEN - BE -
REDEIRLLR

HBH-RE-BE

BIRLEE
(%)

BREY

IR
R ANHDHE 541 4273

FRTHMOMBEEFLALLTNNSIL 532 42,02
BAEMNTESL 503 39.73
HEENH S 317 25.04
BEMFETHIL 306 2417
EENTHLE 184 14.53
==y IhHBIL 1k 1351
1o KEIE, 5005—k& > M EDEIZEEISERL EE
Thb,

FEAEDHBIZE > TEREATWS, —4, #HEA
WE->THE VR ELET S LB WEES - &
H-EE R EERL LR ERZELES
Z25) LT, M#HENIZZE] (25.0%) TH
EBFETHBI L] (24.2%) THEMEHTHE Z &

(14.5%) [V —F—v v 7r#3hbs k]| (13.5%) #
EiFo5h 3,

ZDL D RERP S, HEOHROEEL VI BN
PO HIEZEORNCPER IR, [BERVH2Z L]
ZED [BF] LI 2PFELECHBORENR >N
., L L—ATH, MW B THwE L]
R [HENTELZE| 2E, [BEM] eBLTR
HEVEERINELOLENEOVWTHEVEERT
BIREN TV ERBHHTHL LWL,

BbHi)Ic

PEDZ eds, BRORZBZEET 2EEED
(EHME] LT, ROZFBHL IR 2, E—
wZ, [BF Lashi®¥EorgEs, FA4Y,
TAVA, AVRRETHY, ThoDER»LDHE
BEOZIANEIVEETZZLIZLD, BFLAL
REANLHEEBDOUABFRENLIHTHE, FZ
2, EBREEELLTLL [BF] 2EEC IR R
WEWIHTHY, B, [EFME] 2HET 26
7 - BEREDWTE, BBFENREDEINEERLD b,
BRPEMER IO T 2EBROB IR Y, BECHET
ZEENENERL 2> TWE—HT, HEOHED
BEL WIBEEAP SR LBER, BEHbEIRCE

HENTWBATH B,

INSEHEBEDY RN T2 L, bEBIT 3
HEERRANORBE LT, GEEOBRECHBICS
W, FEAPEERICMZ T, BROEEZER L
DESANCHEHE T2 L BBRBETHL EVZ S, B
REEE L CRTMET 2 AERFERCEL LR, Th
X DMRECHE T 2 FESEBENTITIRNETH
23,

€z3)

1) B—ERAEOHENRE &L &> BB OHBERFE

1, dLEEKRY, ERARY, RRERERARE, ®
FAOEREARY, W LI¥ERYE, HEAKERE, W#H
RF, KENEFEKRE, LERYE, BEERKTE,
BREHKE, IMERFETDH 5,

2) BEREOFENRE L 2o tHFEEDOHET
ZRFIE, LEERE, RILKE, AEKYE, ®BR
R¥, —BR¥, FRERERAYE, REMAEER
¥, WRIHEKRT, FRBLKY, AHEBRE, ¥
HRE, KRKY¥, KRAEERY, BEERXYE,
BREEKE, I@mfEKE, LEKRE, MKRE, B
RFRKFRHARFETH S,

3) ZTh520%E L, BEOKRZF BT 5 RERE,
HARERESORE, EFRNIOEE, BEROES,
HOESROEE, HE~0BERMALOEE, 8iES,
HEUANNDOENOFEEROER, HHOENT:
KEHEE»E D », KEFIO2> 5 7 FOHEE,
KHEOER, PiRT —vORE, HEEMIERS
AR E DA, BEKBOPRIIN T 5 EiER
ORE, REHBOHEEP»RECZITI AN T »
£, FIREORBROFE, ELEMAORUSIRE,
BEANORERE, BREROBRIOREE, HECEK
FTREZSTDLEILTH 5,

4) T S21HB kX, PR T 2EK, HRES
ORE, BEtEORE, BENZEBE, HMELRE,
WEREHOREE, FHLOBRE, BREREORE, #
BhH (EELTFYS 355 ORE, BEicEY
2 ERENYE ORE, AAFEENOEE, #HHHE
EHOEHE, HRCHTIHE, BEOEE, V—
F—v 9 7OFE, FIFRcHT 2 BNERORBE,
HEAOFEKELORE, ZMHIOER, R
ERREICN T 2 HICHEOREE, (LREL X DRE,
FHMBEDEETH D,

5) INH16EE &I, EENTESZ L, HEES
TEHZ L, AINBENZEBNLTWEZ L, BETDH
22k, HBUCHM®T 2L, ¥ THEMOMME




“y  %-TH BT

EBLALLTWBE L, BROUH B Z L, HELEF
ETHBZ L, EHENTHL L, RIENSHS Z
L, #HEENHL L, BRENDHS L, REHE
BB, BENBHE L, FEFHLKEATY
52k, V== 7BHHILTHS,

zB, FRIE, FRB~EEREMRE#RDS
(RrRIRFE(RER(1)) BTTE A MR D MRE R TR
BT ARSI X BRFIRERO—ERTH B,




