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A Study on the Acquisition of Japanese Transitive - Intransitive Verb Pairs Based on a Longitudinal Corpus:
The use of “KIMARU-KIMERU”, “KAWARU-KAERU”

Yuko Nakaishi

In this paper, the longitudinal speech data of six learners of Japanese were analyzed to investigate their

uses of transitive-intransitive verb pairs.
The data showed:

1)Uses of transitive and intransitive verbs were similar between Chinese and Korean learners.

Most of the learners used one verb of the transitive - intransitive pair at the early stage of learning.

2) Learners used either the transitive or the intransitive verb of the pair, in almost similar

proportion.

The results suggest that the use of transitive-intransitive verb pairs depends on its general use

frequency rather than its grammatical category.

Key words : transitive-intransitive verb pairs, longitudinal study, Sakoda corpus
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