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An Empirical Study on Professional Skills of English Teachers in High Schools

Y oshio Hosaka

The objective of this research is to clarify, in an empirical manner, what outstanding high
school English teachers are like. First, 296 data samples were collected from students of an
average academic level high school, by using questionnaires on a 5- likert scale. An
exploratory factor analysis yielded six important factors. Then a three-way analysis of
variance was performed where each factor score was a dependent variable and the attributes
(grade or interest, score, and gender) of the subjects (the high school students) were
independent variables.

Next, 345 data samples from junior high school students were also collected, by using the
same questionnaires. The data was analyzed in the same manner. Eight factors were
singled out.

In the end the results were analyzed in a comparative manner. The comparative study
yielded five findings, including four differences((~®@)and one similarity (®) between the
two.

@ Junior high school students have a wider range of perception on what constitutes an

outstanding English teacher.

@ Junior high school students regard personal factors of English teachers more

important.

® Junior high school students hold higher regard for teachers’ proficiency in English and

want them to use that proficiency in class.

@ More attention should be paid to the first year junior high school students and the

second and third year senior high school students.

® Both junior high and senior high school students prefer English teachers who give good

lessons to ensure their success in entrance exams.

Key words: comparative study, (junior) high school students, factor analysis, outstanding

English teachers
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