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Some Notes on Teaching Literature in “Reading” Classes:
A Case of Short Stories

Osamu Hamaguchi and Hitoshi Ito

The present study aims at presenting a practical guide to teaching English through
literature. Several perspectives are presented concerning what to teach in English language
classes, as well as how, and why to adopt literary materials. These perspectives were tested
on high school seniors whose attitude toward, and interest in learning English were found to
improve through these practices.
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APPENDIX

Patricia

His fists sank thumping into the heavy bag: a
sack he'd filled with sawdust and hung up out in the
woodshed because he wanted to get into condition.
When he finished his workout he looked at himself
in the mirror. He liked the look of hard mustles on
hisbody, the shining sweat.

He liked to look at Patricia, too. She was
fourteen, and her hair was black, all the blacker for
the glints of brown you could sometimes see in the
light. She had clear skin and always a slight flush
beneath her cheekbones. Her lips were red and full,
but just a little too soft. At fourteen she was an
appealing thin, as if she were growing fast while her
stomach stayed flat. Her hips were slight and the
bones of her wrists and ankles small. She worked
hard in school.

He watched Patricia—no one ever called her
Pat——as she changed day by day, the whole of her,
startling him each time he looked. He was chang-
ing, too, and his voice often surprised him. She
lived next door and he came to see her quite a lot.
They would play cards or play catch with a rubber
ball out in the yard. Once, when they were playing
Auction 45’s in the living room he was in a funny
mood and put a card right down on her knee as she
sat close to him. “Don’t impose,” she said, and he
took the card away.

One Saturday he came around to her house. Her
father let him in. Patricia and her mother would
soon be home from the hair-dresser’s, though. That
was all right. A few minutes later the door opened
and Patricia walked in, her hair done up in a high
Italian style. He gasped because she was so beauti-
ful, so unassailably beautiful. The sweat beaded on
his forehead, and he retreated soon afterwards. She
was too beautiful for him to stay.

There was going to be a spring dance down at
the school and he thought a lot about asking her to
go. One day a few weeks before the dance he spent
an hour talking with her about a number of things
which didn’t matter at all.

“Would you like to go to the dance with me?”
he said finally.

She started to talk about something else. Then

he felt flustered, and ruffled, and bothered, by this
ploy or strategem or whatever it was. He broke in
to say, “What about the dance?”

He wanted an answer.

Blushing, as though there were no other way of
doing it, she said, “If I go with anyone, it won’t be
with you.”

“I see,” he said, and left soon after.

He went to the woodshed to punch his sack of
sawdust. He didn’t go to the dance, and neither did
she. The final exams were very close and she, too,
had a lot of work to do.
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