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Factors Explaining the English Proficiency of Senior High School Students: An Empirical Study

Toshiaki Ozasa, Seiji Fukazawa, Tadahiko Unekawa

Takashi Ohara, Toshihiro Nakamasu, Akira Masunaga

Seiji Yamane, Kayoko Yamamoto, and Tamami Shimosuga

This paper explores empirical factors that explain the English proficiency of senior high
school students studying English at a high school in Hiroshima Prefecture, Japan. Two
studies are reported. Study 1 comprised a factor analysis and a multiple regression analysis,
addressing students’ reading strategy. A factor analysis revealed 9 factors: (1) understanding
of main points, (2) ample input/output, (3) focus on key information, (4) reading with questions
in mind, (5) top-down strategy, (6) bottom-up strategy, (7) confidence in Japanese reading
ability, (8) word-by-word reading and (9) basic study. A multiple regression analysis revealed
three factors to explain reading comprehension ability. These factors were: (1) understanding
of main points, (2) reading with questions in mind, and (3) top-down strategy. Study 2
comprised a multiple regression analysis, exploring factors to explain the students’ compre-
hensive English ability. This study afforded an explanation by three factors: (1) English

lexico-syntactic ability, (2) modern Japanese ability and (3) motivational intensity.
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Test A i3 1~ 6 DHEFEDOFH 5 EHHE LR EKR
DEFEE—DOREY, TLE5ELATIMETT,
(1)
1 business
2 clock
3 horse
4 pencil
5 shoe
6 wall
6 part of ahouse
_ 3 animal with four legs
_ 4 something used for writing




ot

BRAEZGRRES OBBAR T 1B T % SREERIBTFE

BHEEAZRPTABNOE N LD LA L BEWVWIZL - 4hungry

£,
FNTIRIBDTLEE W,

1 copy
2 event
3 motor
4 pity
5 profit
6 tip
___ endor highest point
this moves a car
thing made to be like another

1 birth

2 dust

3 operation

4row

5 sport

6 victory
game
winning

being born

1 dozen

2 empire

3 gift

4 opportunity

5relief

6 tax
chance
twelve

money paid to the government

1 arrange
2 develop
3lean
4 owe
5 prefer
6 seize
grow
put in order

like more than something else

1brave
2 electric

3 firm

5local

6 usual
commonly done
wanting food

having no fear

1 bull

2 champion

3 dignity

4 hell

5 museum

6 solution
formal and serious manner
winner of a sporting event

building where valuable objects are shown

1 apartment
2 candle
3 draft
4 horror
5 prospect
6 timber
aplaceto live
chance of something happening
first rough form of something written

1 atmosphere

2 counsel

3 factor

4 hen

5 lawn

6 muscle
advice
a place covered with grass
female chicken

1 assemble
2 attach
3 peer
4 quit
5 scream
6 toss
look closely
stop doing something

cry out loudly in fear
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1 brilliant
2 distinct
3 magic
4 naked
5 slender
6 stable
___ thin
___ steady
without clothes

Appendix 2 Cued Cloze Test
Test C Ix TR HY 2 BE*—D>FHMETY,
HEOBIIOFH I T TBTHV ETOT, Zh
BEEBPDICLUTELTLIRE Y,
[(#1] He wasriding a bicycle.

ZFNTIHRD T IV,
1. There are a doz eggs in the basket.

2. Every working person must pay income
t

3. Her beauty and cha had a powerful
effect on men.

4. Hetakescr and sugar in his coffee.

5. Pup must hand in their papers by the

end of the week.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

. Annintro her boyfriend to her mother.

. If you blow up that balloon any more it will

bur

. The telegram was deli. two hours

after it had been sent.

. The dress you're wearing is lov
10.
11.

He has a successful car as a lawyer.
To improve the country’s economy, the govern-
ment decided on economic ref
The government tried to protect the country’s
industry by reducing the

imp of cheap goods.
The lawyer gave some wise coun to
his client.

The farmer sells the eggs that his he

lay.

France was proc a republic in the 18"
century.

Suddenly he was thr into the dark
room.

Children are not independent. They are

att to their parents.

She has been changing partners often because
she cannot have a sta

relationship with one person.




