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A study of documents and records concerning science education
reform in postwar Japan (II):
Focusing on the Basic Science Education Series in the Textbook and Curriculum Library

Kazumi Shiba

The purpose of this paper was to make clear the characteristic of the U.S. donated Basic
Science Education Series in Textbook and Curriculum Library. Through the study of
documentary records, the following results were reached: (1) After examining 65 unitexts of
the Basic Science Education Series in Textbook and Curriculum Library in Hiroshima
University, these books were mostly written by B. M. Parker and checked for scientific
accuracy by many scientists. (2) Among the special regions dealing with the Basic Science
Education Series, the most numerous were biology, and earth science were next in order of
numbers. (3) After examining the contents of four unitexts of the Basic Science Education
Series for example, color pictures and illustrations accounted for one quarter per book. (4)
After examining the grades utilizing the Basic Science Education Series, the most numerou
were intermediate school, and junior high school were next in order of numbers. (5)
Comparing 63 science units written by G. S. Craig in the 31st Yearbook of the N. S. S. E. with
science units from the first grade to the fifth grade at the Laboratory School of the University
of Chicago, 36 units corresponded between both. B.M.Parker used the reading materials of the
mimeograph printing in the class of school science and she wrote the Basic Science Education
Series on the basis of them.
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DBEE T 2B ORETOHANIC L HHH, M, B

GRBREWCE ST, RERHBRT 2,

CRECI2EMD TRE2¥BEEL TS &
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DKRE, Bk, AOMENAIE & Ao & OBEMRIcE
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WO BB SR T 2701, HEOBBEEEW
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OFRRICHET 585, [EOMWE (Secrets of the
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—%

Questions) | KU [2—3 > 77 —4] 2175,

ZDXSIET [KBR] oBFErBLTR, A
Vi OFETRKBRETVOBUE, ¥ —4, &R,
5 EE, MEEERL Y, SRLEMOEEHED
AwstTwa, MOF, NS—h—icL->THES
NI BERREIR OB AYBM S 3B, AuvbshnTni
CEIRENTH B, TNTIE, s DOBERIIR
ENTBFEMEIEDL I BRARTHY, N—H—1
SOEEI N [BERMEEEESE] O/METFLED
L RBRICHZ DD, KRz, TOHIKDWTHESH»
I L7zvy,

2 N—h—BfrnGHAMBM & [BERIFEEEHEE]
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FORIERERBAICR SN XS, =7 —iF

B < OBBERREIRNC & 2 BIEEM 2 1ER L Twiz,

TNTR, ThoDBHMRIEDL S BABTH-7:D
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1. A very long time ago people began to wonder
about the moon. They could not understand why it
changed its shape, why sometimes there was no
moon at all, and why it wandered across the
heavens and was never still. When they were
unable to see the real reasons for these changes,
they made up stories to explain them. Perhaps you
have read some of these moon myths.

2. About half a month has passed since the dark
of the moon. Each night we have been able to see a
little more of the side of the moon that is turned
toward us. We say that the moon has been waxing.
From this time on, for the rest of the month, a
little less of the side of the moon that is turned
toward us will be lighted up each night. We say
that the moon is waning.

3. When the moon is pulling the water up at any
place, there is high tide at that place. When the
turning of the earth has brought another part of
the sea beneath the moon, the water is lowered at

- the first place and is pulled up at the second.

4. The sun causes tides on the earth just as the
moon does. The sun is so very much farther away
than the moon that the tides the sun causes are not

nearly so high as those caused by the moon. When
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the moon is between the earth and the sun, or
when the earth is between the moon and the sun,
the moon and the sun are both causing high tides
on the same part of the earth at the same tide. Do
you see why ? The tides rise higher at this time
than at any other. When the sun and the moon are
pulling at different places on the earth, the tides
do not rise so high. If you understand the story of
why the moon seems to change its shape, you will
see that the tides are highest in the dark of the

moon and at the time of the full moon.

same time. The tides are higher then than at other
times. If you understand why the moon seems to
change its shape (page 21), you will see that tides
are likely to be highest at the time of new moon
and of full moon.

Rz, »¥3—A—F [EBEREHEEE] 0—/NMNIT
THo [HEKICFEHTVEEA (The earth’s nearest
neighbor) | (1941) €2 WT, #OHNED—E %G

N 29,

1. People began to wonder about the phases of
the moon a very long time ago. They could not
understand why the moon changed its shape and
why sometimes there was no moon at all. When
they were not able to see any real reason for the
moon’s changes in shape, they made up stories to
explain these changes. The following moon story,
or myth, comes from Colombia in South America.
It is, as you will see, far from the truth.

2. About half a month has passed since the new
moon, or the dark of the moon. Each night we
have been able to see a little more of the face of
the moon. We say that the moon has been
waxing. From the time of the full moon on, a little
less of the face will be lighted up each night. The
moon will be waning.

3. When the moon is pulling up the water in the
seas at any place, there is high tide at that place.
When the turning of the earth has brought another
part of the sea beneath the moon, the water is
lowered at the first place and is pulled up at the
second.

4. The sun causes tides just as the moon does.
The sun is, however, so much farther away than
the moon that the tides it causes are not nearly so
noticeable as the tides the moon causes. When the
moon is between the earth and the sun (page 26),
or when the earth is between the moon and the sun
(page 26), the moon and the sun are both pulling up
the water on the same parts of the earth at the

B5FFEOHIT [KBR] THER L BIER AT
Me TERBYHEEE] O [HRCREVEA
(The earth’s nearest neighbor) | (1941) % tti4
2, MEOABTLED TEHE-> TWE I L3005,
BEBHf & [BREREEEEE] OBRIcOWVT,
192F W v A TRERSB L L THEBESRLZE 4L
[FEAIBET 553 (Reading Conference) | OfE L,
2R—A—ERD & D TR Tz,
[HRADMERT 2EBILBERIEL LT, 36—
O/AMF (0$—H —3F [F.7- % D2 The sky above
us], 1941)3H 3, ZO/NMNRFOEMIE, ¥HTK
FEBERCBOTHRESN, IhSHREN 20
S EERRERI S Wi B TH- s Tw, 7%
AMIERCEI»NTBD, BEEZOEVEG6%
FORETY, ZOFMENOERNTHITH 3,
MPZIRHOECFEFEOREDE I3, HHEEENK
BOWTHZEEDOLV RNV ED bEMICETH 2 LT
TEDZDT, Y2 =7 N4 AT —VDEFED
rHHEEIA SMOAIMEFOS—4 —F [KB
FD 7272 (Beyond the solar system) ], [#iBkiz
B HITVLEEA (The earth’s nearest neighbor)],
[ABE & #DF%] (The sun and its family)]) %
Awed k-7, (RlbnZ] THwsRT
WwW3) FEHICHKINLRFEEMET 2 LT
3rFEZTVE, Zhs 3Ifo/MEFL, HERSHh
ZH10 & B ERREIRI O CRBFRIZB W THW S
vz, Zhs 3MO/MEBFOTRTOEMT
NTORECHFHEN D L 3YFETER W, [f:
L% TRRTE 2o RERRETE 39,
N=H—DIDHEFL, 1941F» SRS AT [H
BEFEHEEE] 8V H TREEB LR CHEERER
S, AushTuhBEEMTE > L 2ETT
5bDTHDB, ZOBEEEM %2225, [EERYEE
EE] OBERTH o7z,

ENTR A=A =, BIEHE B 3RAYEH
DEHER, EOLITHEZTWIZOD, KT, TDHE
WKDWTHES»IZ LTz,
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